9. Are you working, unemployed or. retived ? Warking Unemployed Retired

10. What is your OCCuHatTOﬂ ? (If retired oy unemployed please g1ve your

is-yohyﬁgge-groug ?

MINISTRY OF ABORIGINAL AFRAIRS

The Burning of the Aboriginal Flag:
A Study of Racism in Shoalhaven

POLESTIONS : ¥

Female l 7

35-49 50-64 85 pius

/ ‘ A

nrevious occupation).

10

—Remsae—

—— -

Would you like to make any comments ? L/&XE The  AJAyor I TR

DL SHOHLHAVEN & AGRee Wi TH _ rge |12

G RN A G o A il K r 5SS - 13

14




The Burning of the Aboriginal Flag: A Study

of Racism in Shoalhaven

by

The Race Relations Research Class,

School of Sociology, University of New South Wales,

1982

' RACE RELATIONS
 Andriadis et al

THE BURNING OF THE ABORIGI-
NAL FIAG, A study of racism

’E%zx°/ﬁ—}7i«n<1 /7/@?&%} 157?( )

- h, WL Crockford, M. Davis
| Framp, A. Gorman, L. Hilton,
| Taylor, J. Tighe.

|A. Kondos




mTATAE

ACKNOWL EDGEMENTS

*Australian Catholic Relief for its assistance
in funding the study.

*The Aboriginal Legal Service (Redfern and Nowra)
for their assistance.

*Rob 0'Neill, Tutor in Sociology, University of
New South Wales, for the splendid cover design

based on a burnt questionnaire which we received
through the mail.

*Our thanks also to Mr. Keith Berg of the South
Coast Register for his assistance in providing
background of a Tocal nature.

*Qur special thanks to the 618 citizens of
Shoalhaven Shire who provided the data on
which this report is based.




Qtaba l thvnem = - = -

PARK HIRE

Princes Highway,
. South Nowra
_Phene 216155

v 4 Nl 4

PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY
PHONE 212386

P

MAYOR BUR

s

BLACK FLAG

“Those involved in
raising the fag a.d not
have the courtesy nor
the intestinal fortitude
to ask permission o do
80," Ald. Watson said.

“It would have given

{ me groat pleasure to
 reypove the flag from

.The mou from (he begal
service whe were |n-
., velved ‘I the protest
" were - fleM offlcer, Mr.
" Gerry Masre, eifice
. mamager, Mr; Edward
% Blexeme and Aberigimal

i '35 fo_jc‘g;s from the S(;ot
““Service had earlier on Fr
~ Aborlginal flag, to protest at:council’s refusal to
+ da’so, in recagnition of Natlonal Aboriginal Day.

‘iDisrespect” claim

»

that the Aboriginal flag
be fown last Friday.
Council's City Rang-
ers, one of them off
duty, were called in to
handle the situation.
ABUSIVE

. They arrived afler the

flag had been raised to
be met by abuse by one
of the legal aid officers.

One of the rangers, Mr.

BrnceWnllet,urM.r.‘

. Gerry Moore f be had
recelved permission to

“Why do I meed per

mission? It is a public
flagpole,” Mr, n{“‘ Nl

said.

“It is National Abori-

ginal Day and that is

why 1 put the flag
R added.

m{;oa d 3t Aborigingtegat
a

riday. morning hoisted an -

R

“The Shoalhaven & Watsona on the
Newra News," Mr. Carl  scene procseded to
Egan, asked Mr. Moore  burn a replica of the
to show restraint, say- Abariginal flag.
ing his abuse of Mr. ‘‘The revolutionary
Waller was “extremely Al =g has oo
olfensive mare right to be fiowd
Mr. Waller replied by from-a ceuncil Qagpole
saying that be ceuld not Jrhig_repre-
understand Mr. Moore's Jovalut
altitude, ™ Austra-
“When you are in:.| aid.
trouble with your people & ** 3
at South Nowra I do not 2} o
hesitate to vame te your- $&W {« the
aid on request,” he said . cem-
Mr. Moore refused a Victew the
recond request to lower this flag I am
e flag, -~ 0 bure it ¥
‘. et to get the
POLICE QRDER be,

The flag was finally

by rengers .. g

after the activists

refused, 0"

Strong stand by
civic leader

An Aboriginal. flag, simjlar o -one .
which was illegally -flown~ from - a
Shoalhaven City Council flagpole, was
reduced to ashes by the -Mayor, Ald.
{ Greg Watson, on Friday. ..
— Ald: Watson-burnt the red, yellow:and Black flag
outside the City Administrative.Centre. s - -




INTRODUCTION

"Any request by the Aboriginal community to fly
their flag at the city administrative centre would
be refused. Council has not yet been asked but 1
have no intention of allowing it to be flown in
front of any Council building."

(Shoalhaven City Mayor, Alderman Greg Watson,
"The Shoalhaven & Nowra News", 7.7.82.)

"Refusing to fly the flag would have been provocative;
but actually burning it was a racist Ku Klux Klan like
action showing utter contempt for the goals of the
Aboriginal people."

(Ms. Carmel Niland, President, Anti-Discrimination
Board, Press Release, 20.7.82)

"I think it's the one and only positive step the
Mayor has ever taken."

(Female respondent, 25-34, unemployed typist)

“A fascist act at any time cannot be condoned. We
are a multi-racial nation, each ethnic group with our
own identity."

(Male respondent, 50-64, labourer)

“I feel that the Mayor was unfortunately set up and
was provoked into this action which was hasty and
ill-considered."

(Male respondent, 50-64, retired administrative officer)

On Friday, 9th July, National Aboriginal Day, the Mayor of Shoalhaven,
Alderman Greg Watson, in an extremely dramatic and provocative action,
reduced a replica of the red, yellow and black Aboriginal flag to ashes.
The media coverage and involvement in this event transformed the earlier,

| officially unsanctioned raising of the Aboriginal flag from a local into
a national incident.

The nationwide outcry against this action, culminating in the call
for an official public inquiry, prompted the Race Relations Research

class in the School of Sociology to conduct its social research programme
Into the issues associated with these events.




Under the guidance of course director Dr. Alex Kondos, the research
group sought to assess:

1) the attitudes of the Shoalhaven residents towards the
flag burning;

2) their opinion of the Mayor's involvement;

3) whether they thought Aborigines should be allowed to
fly their flag;

4) how they viewed black/white relations in their community;

5) whether the incident was perceived as having had an effect
on those relations;

6) the degree of support for a public inquiry into the Mayor's
role in the incident.

The programme furthermore had to be conducted within a framework satisfying
academic expectations of social research.

Methodology

A short, one page questionnaire was constructed containing the six key
questions and four demographic questions. (Appendix 'A'). A systematic
stratified random sampling was then employed, drawing‘on two electoral
subdivisions in the Shoalhaven Shire: Nowra and Shoalhaven. A 10% random
sample was drawn by the simple expedient of taking every 10th name from
the roll. The questionnaire was mailed in two waves, with two weeks
intervening. The first wave was diregted to Shoalhaven subdivision.

The original mailings numbered 1,500. Of these 103 were returned
"address unknown", giving a sample of 1,397. 618 completed questionnaires
were returned (44.2%). Returned questionnaires were coded for computer
analysis using the SPSS 80 package.

Careful comparison was then made of the demographic characteristics
of the 618 respondents against 1982 census data of Shoalhaven Shire
supplied by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

1982 census Respondents

S % %
2€x

Male 50.5 50.7
Female 49.5 49.3
Age*

18-24 13.0 7.0
25-34 24.0 21.0
35-49 20.0 26.0
50-64 25.0 28.0
65+ 18.0 18.0

*The variation between sample and census in age distribution can be

explained by two factors: the sample was drawn from the 1981 electoral
roll_ang the census figures are for 1982; the census figures are for

entire popg]at1on, whereas the electoral rolls suffer a loss through
people choosing not to enroll, especially amonast vounaer aae arainc



- These figures show that there was no significant variation between
the two sets of characteristics, and the analysis could proceed on
the basis that a representative sample had been achieved.

The group was extremely encouraged by the high response rate of 44.2%.
Normally, mail questionnaires can be expected to attract a much lower

response (around 25%), however, the achieved rate allowed for generali-
sation of the results to the whole of Shoalhaven Shire.

Local press coverage of the incident was examined and a careful analysis
was made of preceding and subsequent issues. We felt that given that

there were three separate papers in the area they might be expected to

give a fair reflection of community feeling. The following exposition

of press involvement and coverage of the incident indicates that the
media is not always accurate, objective or unbiased and is on occasions
inflammatory and sensationalist. Indirectly this highlights the value
and relevance of our own research which indicates, through the pages of
this report, that the people of Shoalhaven and Nowra hold attitudes and
opinions at variance with those ascribed to them in the press. This
cannot be more perfectly illustrated than through a comparison between

this survey and the 'survey' conducted by The Shoalhaven and Nowra News,
outlined in this report.

The questionnaire allowed a small space for 'general comments' to be
expressed by the respondents. It is significant of the depth of
feeling in the community that nearly all respondents made use of this
section, and, indeed, the entire back of the page to express themselves.
Many enclosed news clippings and several appended extra pages to allow
enough space for adequate exposition of their obviously strongly held

opinions. For this reason, we have included a representative selection

of these comments through the report. *

Because of the previously noted variance between the results of our
survey and the attitudes and opinions ascribed to the community by a

section of the local media, the report begins with a study of media
involvement.
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