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NOHC acknowledges Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, their many diverse
communities across our nation and their rich culture. We pay respect to their Elders past and present.
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as Australia’s first peoples and as the
Traditional Owners and custodians of the land and water across the Australian landscape and
seascape. We recognise and value the ongoing contribution of Aboriginal people to Australian life and
how their contribution continues to enrich our society. In our daily work we recognise, cherish,
celebrate and defend the evidence of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples rich and complex
history and prehistory which extends back from the present day into a deep and distant past. We
understand that this archaeological evidence has meaning to the descendants of those who created
it. Through our research and conservation efforts we strive to unlock hidden meanings from these
traces of the past and to make that knowledge available to current and future generations of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This report has been prepared by Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd (NOHC) to guide the
further archaeological investigation at Lot 7 and Lot 8, Sec. 3 DP758530, Huskisson NSW.
Following a review of previous archaeological assessments, an analysis of historical maps and plans,
and the results of a recent GPR survey, various areas across the subject land have been identified as
having buried anomalies generally consistent with the dimensions of European-style coffin graves.
Following an analysis of the historical information relating to Lots 7 and 8 Section 3 DP758530,
Huskisson NSW, it appears highly unlikely that the number of identified anomalies is an accurate
representation of the number of actual graves. Historical research revealed that:
•

The subject land was never an official cemetery

•

There is no verifiable evidence that the property was an accepted unofficial cemetery.

•

One grave (Niclasson) is likely to be on the property, although the location is vague ‘behind
the Union Church’ and is possibly under the extensions to the current rectory.

•

There is no direct evidence of other graves on the site although, given the lack of precision in
the recording of burial places on some death certificates, at least 3 others, while unlikely,
cannot be discounted.

Given the lack of precision in some of the death certificates, the way ‘place of burial’ has been recorded,
the various findings of the GPR surveys, and to ensure that if graves are present that they can be
considered within future land use decisions, it is necessary to carry out archaeological investigations.
Heritage NSW has indicated that a permit under s140 of the Heritage Act is required. This report has
been prepared to support a permit application for such an investigation.
The investigation would involve test excavation, comprising shallow surface scrapes, conducted with
the aim of locating and exposing grave cuts so that these could be accurately surveyed and
considered in any future use proposals for the site. The test excavations would focus on the clusters
of subsurface anomalies identified in various GPR reports and involve shallow mechanical
excavations to expose the natural soil, thereby revealing areas of grave site backfill if such exists. The
investigation would follow the methodology and address the various research questions presented in
this report.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Project background
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd (NOHC) has been engaged by Shoalhaven City Council to
prepare a Heritage Assessment and Historical Archaeological Research Design (HARD) to guide an
archaeological investigation Lot 7 and Lot 8, Sec. 3 DP758530, Huskisson NSW which is currently the
site of the Anglican Church and rectory (hereafter the ‘subject area’) (Figure 1-1). The Anglican Church
deemed the property surplus to their needs and sold it to a private developer. Due to the ongoing
growth and changing needs of the village of Huskisson, the property has been identified as a potential
future commercial development area and there is currently a proposal to rezone it.

Shoalhaven City Council resolved to progress the rezoning application and submitted a Planning
Proposal (PP050) to the NSW Department of Planning, Industry & Environment. A Gateway
Determination was received dated 30 April 2020, allowing the proposal to progress subject to a range
of conditions. Section 10 of the Gateway Determination contains the following conditions in relation to
heritage (p.16):
2. Council shall prepare the following assessments prior to public exhibition:

a.

A new independent Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey over the entire site to which
the Planning Proposal applies by a grave detection specialist using best
practice methodology.

b.

An independent assessment by an appropriately qualified historical archaeologist of the
entire area to which the Planning Proposal applies that must determine the status of the
graves and if they are “relics” under the NSW Heritage Act 1977 in compliance with
Heritage Council of NSW Guidelines including “Assessing Significance for Historical
Archaeological Sites and Relics, 2009”.

c.

A full Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report of the entire area to which
the Planning Proposal applies prepared in accordance with the “Guide to
investigating, assessing and reporting on Aboriginal Cultural Heritage in NSW” (Office of
Environment and Heritage, April 2011) that includes Aboriginal community consultation
and archaeological survey and reporting in accordance with the “Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010” (DECCW, April 2010)
and the “Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in
NSW” (DECCW September 2010).

In response to these conditions, Shoalhaven City Council commissioned Navin Officer Heritage
Consultants (NOHC) to prepare an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (pending) and a
Heritage Assessment and Archaeological Research Design (this current report). NOHC commissioned
an independent GPR survey from Hunter Geophysics to informs these assessments. The GPR results
along with several others that were previously commissioned for parts of the subject land have been
used to inform both the Aboriginal heritage and historic heritage reports. The following report has been
prepared to address Gateway Determination condition 2b and to apply for a s140 excavation permit.
The subject area is located in the coastal town of Huskisson, NSW, situated south of Currambene
creek, and approximately 100 meters west of Jervis Bay at the north-eastern corner of the site. The
property is in the Shoalhaven Local Government Area. For the purposes of this assessment and HARD,
the study area includes the following allotments located between Hawke Street (eastern boundary),
Bowen Street (southern boundary), and Currambene Street (western boundary), and the section of
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021

1
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A Proponent-Initiated Planning Proposal (Rezoning) Application received by Shoalhaven City Council
seeks to rezone the former Anglican Church site from SP2 – Place of Public Worship to B4 – Mixed
Use Business and increase the building height controls on 17 Hawke Street. The purpose of the
proposed rezoning is to enable a mixed-use development comprising a residential apartment building,
tourist and visitor accommodation (hotel and serviced apartments), and retail premises (including food
and beverage). The church and cemetery are not listed as a heritage item on the local environmental
plan (LEP), the State Heritage Register (SHR) or on a s170 Register.
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Hawke Street adjacent to Lot 7 Sec. 3 DP758530, and an unnamed laneway to the north. Figure 1-2
shows the allotments:
•

Lots 7, Sec. 3 DP758530

•

Lot 8, Sec. 3 DP758530

Existing site features include the former Anglican church building, designed by Cyril Blacket, and the
rectory, a single-storey gabled brick structure, both located on Lot 7 Sec. 3, DP758530, while Lot 8 is
vacant. The adjoining Lot 9, Sec. 3, DP758530 is owned by Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council and
was included in the GPR survey coverage of the site which in part informs this assessment but is not
identified as part of the subject area for the purposes of the proposed archaeological investigation.

1.2 Heritage status

1.3 Aims and scope
The following report has been prepared to fulfil Condition 2b in Section 10 of the Gateway
Determination and to support the s. 140 permit application to carry out further investigation to verify
the location of any grave cuts, should they exist. The report follows the guideline for Research Designs
included in the Archaeological Assessment Guidelines1 and includes a significance assessment for
potential archaeological relics prepared in accordance with Assessing Significance of Historical
Archaeological Sites and Relics 20092. The process followed is consistent with the Australia ICOMOS
Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance 3.
Preparation of this report involved the following tasks:

1

1.

review of previous heritage reports prepared for the Anglican Church and cemetery at
Huskisson, and others in the Huskisson area (see Section 5 for the reports reviewed

2.

preparation of the overlay of historical maps and plans on the current site plan to confirm the
location and extent of areas of archaeological potential

3.

preparation of an Historical Archaeological Research Design (HARD) which includes a research
framework, research questions and a methodology for further archaeological investigation to
mitigate the impact of the works on potential archaeological relics.

Heritage Office, Department of Urban Affairs and Planning, 1996

2 Heritage Branch Department of Planning NSW, 2009
3 Australia ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) 2013, The Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation
of Places of Cultural Significance (The Burra Charter). Burwood Victoria.
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
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Huskisson Anglican Church is not listed on The State Heritage Register (SHR), or the State Heritage
Inventory (SHI) or Shoalhaven Local Environmental Plan 2014 (LEP). We note there has been a
previous nomination to include it on the LEP that was unsuccessful although it is unclear whether this
was due to its threshold of significance or other reasons. Huskisson Anglican Church has not been
listed by the National Trust NSW who maintain a non-statutory list of items considered to be of heritage
value.
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1.4 Report outline
This report includes
•

the statutory and policy context for this assessment (Section 2)

•

the ethnographic context of the subject land (Section 3)

•

the historical context of the land (Section 4)

•

review of previous heritage, archaeological and GPR assessments of the site (Section 5)

•

discussion of the evidence for graves on the subject land (Section 6)

•

an HARD including research questions and a methodology to guide archaeological
investigation of the school site (Section 8); and

•

conclusions and recommendations (Section9).

This report has been prepared by Susan McIntyre-Tamwoy and Ngaire Richards and with assistance
from Meg Walker. Liz Gorman of Sue Rosen and Associates carried out targeted archival research to
inform the findings. Nicola Hayes and Kelvin Officer undertook the internal review

Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
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1.5 Authorship and acknowledgements

Figure 1-1 - Topographic map showing the location of the Anglican Church and rectory (subject area).
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
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Figure 1-2 – 2010 aerial photograph of the subject area. Lots are labelled in yellow
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
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2. STATUTORY AND POLICY CONTEXT
Heritage items and historical archaeology in New South Wales are protected by commonwealth and
state legislation, and associated regulations and guidelines. The following are relevant to the subject
area:
•

Heritage Act 1977 (NSW)

•

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW)
o

Shoalhaven Local Environmental Plan 2014

2.1 Heritage Act 1977 (NSW)

Items that have been identified by the Heritage Council of NSW as being of significance to the State
are listed on the State Heritage Register (SHR). In addition, the Heritage Act also requires government
instrumentalities (NSW government agencies and State-owned corporations) to establish and maintain
a register of their heritage assets, known as a Section 170 Heritage and Conservation Register.
The subject area is not listed on the SHR or on a S170 Heritage and Conservation Register.
The Act also protects archaeological relics. A ‘relic’ is defined as:
any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal
settlement, and
(b) is of State or local heritage significance.
Under Section 139 of the Heritage Act, a person must not disturb or excavate any land that may result
in a relic being discovered, exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed; unless the works are carried in
accordance with an excavation permit or approval issued by the Heritage Council of NSW.
Excavation permits are issued under Sections 140 and 141 of the Act. For works within the curtilage
of an item listed on the SHR, approvals are issued under Sections 60 and 63 of the Act. If the works
are minor in nature and will have minimal impact on the heritage significance of a place, an application
may be made for a Section 139(4) exception from the need for an excavation permit, or a Section 57(2)
exemption for certain activities carried out on an SHR item which would otherwise require approval
under the Heritage Act.

2.2 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW)
The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) requires that environmental
impacts are considered in land-use planning and development approval processes. One of the
objectives of the Act is to promote the sustainable management of cultural heritage.
The EP&A Act contains provisions enabling the making of environmental planning instruments. These
include State environmental planning policies (SEPPs), which deal with matters of State or regional
environmental planning significance within NSW; and Local Environmental Plans (LEPs), which guide
planning decisions for local government areas (LGAs).
The relevant environmental planning instrument is the Shoalhaven Local Environment Plan 2014
(Shoalhaven LEP). The proposed development is classed as a planning proposal (rezoning
application). Land can only be rezoned through changing the Shoalhaven LEP (planning rules).
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021

6

CL22.174 - Attachment 1

The Heritage Act 1977 (Heritage Act) is intended to promote understanding and conservation of the
State’s heritage and provides for identifying and registering items of State heritage significance. It
protects items of environmental heritage which are defined as ‘those places, buildings, works, relics,
moveable objects, and precincts, of State or local heritage significance’.
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2.2.1

Shoalhaven LEP 2014

Clause 5.10 of the Shoalhaven LEP provides for the conservation and management of the
environmental heritage of Shoalhaven. Development consent is required for demolishing, moving or
altering a heritage item, or disturbing or excavating an archaeological site while knowing, or having
reasonable cause to suspect, that the disturbance or excavation will or is likely to result in a relic being
discovered, exposed, moved, damaged or destroyed. The consent authority must, before granting
consent, consider the effect of the proposed development on the heritage significance of the heritage
item or heritage conservation area.
Items of environmental heritage, which can include buildings, works, places, relics, trees, objects or
archaeological sites, are listed and described in Schedule 5 of the Shoalhaven LEP.
The subject area is not listed on Schedule 5 of the Shoalhaven LEP.
The subject area is adjacent to the following heritage item with local significance (Figure 2-1):
Tapalla Point geological rock platform, Beach Street (Lot 7012, DP 1021163; Lot 7044, DP
1117433) (Item no. 201).
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•

Figure 2-1 Location of the subject area in relation to heritage items on the Shoalhaven LEP
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3. ETHNOGRAPHIC CONTEXT
3.1 Introduction
This section summarises the Aboriginal ethnographic context of the subject area. A review of historical
and ethnohistorical records, and the findings of previous archaeological investigations, has been
undertaken in order to place Aboriginal occupation of the landscape in a local and regional context.

3.2 Language groups and tribal boundaries

There have been a number of attempts to identify historical boundaries between Aboriginal language
groups and local tribes. According to some records, the Dhurga language (or Thurumba, as it was
called on the "sea-coast") was spoken on the Shoalhaven River, including the subject area 6. Thurumba
is thought to be a northern dialect of Dhurga, which was spoken from the Nowra–Jervis Bay area in
the north to Wallaga Lake in the south 7. This boundary can also be inferred from Mathews 8 and
Morton9, who note Jervis Bay as the southern extent of the Dharrawal (Thurrawal) language, situating
the subject area near the Dhurga-Thurrawal linguistic boundary.
The anthropologist and linguist Norman Tindale places the subject area within the territory of the
Wandandian 'tribe'. Tindale's map of tribal boundaries attempts to reconstruct the distribution of
Aboriginal language groups at the time of European contact, prior to the onset of the major disruptions
and displacements that followed in the 19th and early 20th Centuries10. The map shows Wandandian
territory extending from Ulladulla to the Shoalhaven River and Nowra. It is based on historical sources
published between 1873 to 1907, as well as ethnographic field research undertaken by Tindale during
his time as the Curator of Anthropology at the South Australian Museum11. It broadly concurs with the
distribution of language groups above; however, Tindale places the tribal boundary corresponding to
the Dhurga-Dharrawal division, along the Shoalhaven River further to the north.
Wandandian is a place name, which appears to have been conflated by later researchers with the
name of the tribe or language (Dixon 1979:261). This may be the result of a publication by W. Ridley
in 1875 which stated that "Tharumba is spoken on the Shoalhaven River, in the south-eastern part of
this Colony, by the Wandandian Tribe" 12. In a compilation of more recent (mid-20th Century) oral
traditions of the Aboriginal people of the south coast by J.E. Mathews 13, there is no recollection of
'Wandandian' as a tribal name. Locations of different local tribal groups are remembered as: the

4 Briggs, Ronald. 2018. ‘European Mapping and Documentation of Indigenous Languages’. State Library of NSW (blog). 9
August 2018. https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/blogs/european-mapping-and-documentation-indigenous-languages;
Howitt, A. W. 1996 [1904]. The Native Tribes of South-East Australia. Facsimile. ed. Canberra: Aboriginal Studies Press.
Howitt 1996:823
5 Schmidt, Wilhelm. 1919. Die gliederung der australischen sprachen: geographische, bibliographische, linguistische
grundzüge der erforschung der australischen sprachen. Wien: Druck und Verlag der Mechitharisten-buchdruckerei.
6 Mackenzie, Andrew. 1874. ‘Specimens of Native Australian Languages’. The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great
Britain and Ireland 3::252-255;
Ridley, William. 1875. Kámilarói and Other Australian Languages. Sydney: Thomas Richards, Government Printer. 1873:289;
1875:143
7 Eades, Diana Kelloway. 1976. The Dharawal and Dhurga Languages of the New South Wales South Coast. Canberra:
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies p5.
8 1901:127
9
Trove: Sydney Morning Herald, 16 February 1929, p.16
10 Tindale, Norman B. 1974. Aboriginal Tribes of Australia: Their Terrain, Environmental Controls, Distribution, Limits and Proper
Names. Canberra: Australian National University Press.p5
11 Tindale 1974:199-200
12 Ridley 1875:155
13
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra: J.E Mathews, Unpublished Manuscript c1960, pMs 85
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Wilhelm Schmidt published the first large-scale map of the native languages of Australia in 1919, based
in part on the maps published by explorer Alfred William Howitt in 1904 showing the boundaries of
Aboriginal language groups in south-east Australia4. The Dhurga and Dharrawal languages form part
of the Yuin linguistic group, which is shown extending southward from Sydney to Cape Howe 5.
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Coolangatta, the south bank of the Shoalhaven River, Huskisson (Bilong), Wreck Bay, and St Georges
Basin. These appear to analogous to the locations of later, post-contact Aboriginal camps14.

3.3 Living as Australia’s earliest inhabitants
From the time of early European contact in the late 18th Century, the east coast of NSW was known
as an already inhabited landscape. References to Aboriginal people in the Shoalhaven region are
found in the written descriptions (journals, reports, and letters) of European explorers, naval officers,
settlers and missionaries including naval agent Lieutenant Bowen, naval officer Lieutenant James
Grant15, French explorer Jules Dumont d'Urville16, and missionaries John Harper and James
Backhouse17. Their observations of Aboriginal life provide some useful information regarding the social
organisation and material culture of the local inhabitants.

Lieutenant Richard Bowen, the naval agent on board, who landed, described the soil to be
sandy, and the country thickly covered with timber. He did not see any natives, but found a
canoe upon the beach, whose owners perhaps were not far off. This canoe, by Lieutenant
Bowen’s account, appeared to be on a somewhat stronger construction than the canoes of
Port Jackson.
Mathew Weatherhead, captain of the Matilda, visited Jervis Bay in November 1791 while whaling in
the area. His plan of soundings taken in Jervis Bay was copied and published by Alexander Dalrymple
in March 1794.20 A notation on the 1794 plan reads:
In the Matilda many Natives were seen, and Canoes on the Beach; the Natives were armed
with spears; but they could have no communications with them.
In December 1797, George Bass landed at Jervis Bay and spent nearly four days exploring the general
area. Following Bass' descriptions, the Bay became a regular shelter and supply stop for the large
whaling fleet that were operating along the coast. Consistent contact between Europeans and the local

14

Navin Officer Archaeological Resource Management. 1991. ‘Archaeological Investigation of Proposed Currambene Creek
Crossing and Associated Road Routes from Woollamia to Callala Beach, Jervis Bay, NSW’. Mitchell McCotter & Associates Pty
Ltd. p9
15 Grant, James. 1896 [1801]. ‘[Enclosure No. 1.] Remarks, &c. on Board His Majesty’s Armed Surveying Vessel, Lady Nelson,
on a Voyage to Explore Basses Straits, 1801’. In Historical Records of New South Wales. Vol IV. – Hunter and King. 1800, 1801,
1802, edited by F.M. Bladen, 477–88. Sydney: Charles Potter, Government Printer.
Grant, James. 1803. The Narrative of a Voyage of Discovery, Performed in His Majesty’s Vessel the Lady Nelson... in the Years
1800, 1801, and 1802, to New South Wales. London: C. Roworth
16 Dumont d’Urville, Jules-Sébastien-César. 2014. ‘Extracts: Two Voyages to the South Seas Volume 1: Astrolabe 1826-1829’.
translated by Helen Rosenman. Dumont d’Urville : The Astrolabe at Jervis Bay, 1826.
https://www.surfresearch.com.au/1826_dUrville_Astrolabe.html.
17 Backhouse, J., 1843. A narrative of a visit to the Australian colonies.
18 Tench, Watkin. 1961. ‘Sydney’s First Four Years: Being a Reprint of A Narrative of the Expedition to Botany Bay and A
Complete Account of the Settlement at Port Jackson’. Sydney: Angus and Robertson, in association with the Royal Australian
Historical Society; p242
19
Collins (2003 [1798]) Collins, D., 2003. An Account of the English Colony in New South Wales from Its First Settlement, in
January 1788, to August 1801 [Volume 2]. University of Sydney Library, Sydney.
20
National Library of Australia: Weatherhead, Mathew, Dalrymple, Alexander and Harrison, William, Plan of Jervis Bay on the
east coast of New Holland Lat. 35°6'S. Long 150°52'E. from Greenwich about 25 leagues to the southward of Port
Jackson [London]: Publish'd according to Act of Parliament by A. Dalrymple, 1794. Web. 5 October 2021
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230692652>
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Lieutenant Richard Bowen was a naval agent commanding three transport ships of the Third Fleet,
sent from England in 1791 to resupply the settlement at Port Jackson, New South Wales. On 25 August
1791, he was aboard the Atlantic when it took shelter in a harbour, "between Van Diemen's land
[Tasmania] and Port Jackson [Sydney]" which Bowen later named Port Jervis [Jervis Bay]. Although
there were no direct encounters with local Aboriginal people during the short time the ship was
anchored, Bowen reported seeing "two kanguroos [sic], and many traces of inhabitants"18. His
observations were recorded by Collins19:
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inhabitants would have begun from this period, providing direct contact with European goods and
diseases21.
Lieutenant James Grant was a naval officer on the Lady Nelson, which was sent on a voyage of
discovery to search for, and make passage through, Bass Strait in 1800-1802 (Grant 1803:52). The
vessel anchored in "Jarvis's Bay" in March 1801, and during the four-day visit the crew had numerous
cordial encounters with the local Aboriginal people. Grant noted they were familiar with the meaning of
the words 'blanket' and 'woman' in the context of trade and exchange, seemed "to know the use of the
musquet [sic]", and together with a general lack of fear, suggested that it showed "frequent
communications with our countrymen before"22.

In the management of their canoes, and some things belonging to them, they differed much
from whatever I had seen elsewhere, particularly in paddling, sometimes making use of an
oval piece of bark, and at others of their hands, making the canoe go very swiftly by either
means. When paddling with the hand they were apt, from its being immersed in the water, to
throw more or less water into the canoe, which with a small calibash they dexterously threw
out by a backward motion of the other hand without turning their heads. At the heads of their
canoes, I observed two or three wooden pins, which I supposed were designed to steady their
fish-gigs [multipronged spears], or to receive the heads of their spears when they carry them
from one place to another, or to serve in the same manner as a crutch for a harpoon or lance
in one of our whale-boats.
Although Grant referred to 'great numbers of natives' and the people as 'very numerous', introduced
diseases are likely to have had an effect on the local Aboriginal population. Many of the men and
women were marked with what appeared to be scars from smallpox, which they indicated were the
result of sickness; although at the time Grant did not see anyone that was afflicted with the disease 24.
Governor Lachlan Macquarie stopped in at Jervis Bay on the 5th and 6th of November 1811 on his way
to Tasmania aboard the Lady Nelson. Strong head winds saw Captain Bryan Overand anchor the ship
on the lee side of Bowen Island on the morning of the 5 th November. Macquarie recorded his
observations and impressions of the area, as well as meetings with local Aboriginals in his journal.
While waiting for more favourable winds to continue their journey south, the party explored Bowen
Island, and later went ashore to the southern shore of the mainland (now-Jervis Bay Territory):
Here we saw nothing like runs or Springs of Fresh Water, altho' we conclude there must be
some further inland, as a great number of Natives inhabit this part of the Bay -- having seen
many of them at a distance in the course of the day. ---The first we saw were three men on
Bowen Island as we were passing in through the Entrance into the Bay; they then Holloed to
us, and afterwards, when anchored, came off to us in their Canoes with Fish, which they
willingly bartered for Biscuit and Tobacco. ---They were very stout well-made good-looking
men and seemed perfectly at their ease and void of fear.25
The following day, local Aboriginal people once again visited the Lady Nelson:

21

Navin, Kerry. 1990. 'Proposed Currambene Creek Crossing Feasibility Study: Archaeological Component'. Shoalhaven City
Council.p9.
22 Grant 1803:105; 1896:478
23 Grant 1803:111
24 Grant 1803:119; 1896:478
25 Macquarie University: Macquarie, Lachlan & Macquarie, Elizabeth Henrietta, 1777-1835 & Macquarie University & State
Library of New South Wales (1998). Journeys in time, 1809-1822: the journals of Lachlan & Elizabeth Macquarie, Lachlan
Macquarie
journal
entry
for
Tuesday
5th
November
1811,
web
<https://www.mq.edu.au/macquariearchive/journeys/1811/1811.html>
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Grant made observations regarding the type of shelter used by Aboriginal people, describing
habitations called gunnies that were "… constructed with a few boughs stuck up to skreen [sic] them
from the wind: several bones of beasts, birds and fish were lying about them"23. He also described the
design and skilled use of canoes (Grant 1803:107):
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…Several Natives came off to us in their Canoes, and remained alongside for some time,
speaking to us in their gibberish, and trying to repeat our names and other English words. --One of them came on board and got himself shaved…At 1/2 past 5 p.m. we went to take a walk
on shore at the Head of the Bay on the South Shore. ---Mrs. M. [Elizabeth Macquarie] and
myself went to see two Native Huts close to the Beach, constructed in a very superior manner
to any we had seen before in the Colony, being larger and better secured from the effects of
the weather. ---We expected to have seen a great number of the Natives here, but were
disappointed, not one having appeared during this Excursion. 26
Upon his return to Sydney from his tour, Governor Macquarie issued a General Order, in which he
referred to Jervis Bay and his impression of its potential as a new harbour for the Colony:
…[Macquarie] had the Satisfaction to find a safe and very extensive Harbour, not less than
twenty miles in circumference which promised fairly at some future period to be of some
importance to the Colony…27

3.4 Displacing Indigenous people
In early 1822, Governor Brisbane began allowing applications for land grants in the vicinity of Jervis
Bay, which marked the beginning of the alienation of the local Aboriginal people from their traditional
lands and natural resources.
The first permanent European settlement in the region was the Coolangatta Estate, established in 1822
by Alexander Berry on the Shoalhaven River, approximately 21km northeast of the subject area30.
Several weeks after Berry's arrival a party of twenty Aboriginal people camped near his settlement.
Berry met with two chiefs: Wagin, chief of Shoal Haven and Yager, chief of Jervis Bay 31.
Jules Dumont d'Urville was a French explorer and naval officer on board the Astrolabe, which was
dispatched on a scientific expedition to the south seas in the early 19th Century. On 27 November
1826, Dumont d'Urville observed a small number of Aboriginal people while ashore at Jervis Bay,
several with traditional scarification (likely initiation marks) and adornment including hair decorations
made of kangaroo teeth or paws, and nose piercings32
Our relations with the natives here continue friendly. However, we have only seen some men
of this tribe, seven in number, and two children eight to ten years old; the women have
remained out of sight. These Australians obviously belong to the same type as the Port

26

Macquarie University: Journeys in time, 1809-1822: the journals of Lachlan & Elizabeth Macquarie, Lachlan Macquarie journal

entry for Wednesday 6th November 1811, web <https://www.mq.edu.au/macquarie-archive/journeys/1811/1811.html>
27
NLA: James Jervis, ‘Jervis Bay: Its Discovery and Settlement’ in the Royal Australian Historical Society Journal and
proceedings Sydney: The Society, 1918, p.122, Web <http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-608930418>
28
NLA: James Jervis, ‘Jervis Bay’, 1918, p.122
29
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants (NOHC). 1997. ‘Preliminary Overview Route Selection Study Currambene Creek Crossing
Jervis Bay, NSW’. Preliminary Overview. Navin Officer Heritage Consultants. Jervis Bay, NSW: Connell Wagner Pty Ltd.p8.
30 Navin, Kerry. 1990. 'Proposed Currambene Creek Crossing Feasibility Study: Archaeological Component'. Shoalhaven City
Council. p12
31
Bayley 1975; Bennett, Michael. 2003. ‘For a Labourer Worthy of His Hire: Aboriginal Economic Responses to Colonisation in
the Illawarra and Shoalhaven, 1770-1900 Volume’. PhD, University of Canberra. p67
32
Dumont d’Urville, Jules-Sébastien-César. 2014. ‘Extracts: Two Voyages to the South Seas Volume 1: Astrolabe 1826-1829’.
translated by Helen Rosenman. Dumont d’Urville : The Astrolabe at Jervis Bay, 1826.
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From this point on, more serious attempts to further explore and settle the area increased, with small
craft visiting the harbour as early as 1813 in search of cedar. 28 The timber resources in Jervis Bay had
also been noted by several early European explorers including Lieutenant Richard Bowen (1791) and
Lieutenant James Grant (1801). Of particular economic interest was the red cedar (Toona ciliata) which
reportedly grew in patches of thick brush along streams and gullies. A precious timber in high demand,
over 625,000 feet of timber would be cut and cleared from the Shoalhaven region by 182629.
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Jackson natives, but they are better looking, stronger and, in particular, better proportioned,
due probably to a greater abundance of food.
Several of them have a tattoo of scars on their backs, the cartilage of the nose pierced, and
their hair parted into strands decorated with kangaroo teeth or paws.
In his journal, Dumont d'Urville's described two "native huts" built on the southern shore of the bay near
the French observatory33 (Figure 3-1):

Traditional economic activities continued in the 1820s and 1830s, as recorded by missionaries John
Harper and James Backhouse. Harper was a Wesleyan missionary who visited Bowen Island in 1826.
Over several days he recorded 96 people gathered at Jervis Bay. He describes them as 'vagrant tribes
... They are idle and but seldom employed; except in fishing and hunting the kangaroo and opossum.
Their weapons are spears and clubs 34.' Backhouse was a Quaker missionary and naturalist who toured
the colony and observed Aboriginal people fishing at Jervis Bay in 1837. He noted that while shell
fishhooks were still used, English ones of made steel were preferred. His description of the construction
of a shelter indicates they were made of natural materials and were of comparatively sturdy
construction35:
…In the evening, one of them commenced making a shelter for the night, of slabs of bark set
up against sticks in the form of a pyramid, such as is represented in the accompanying cut.
Shelters of this kind, or of bark, raised in the form of a roof, are amongst the best habitations
of these people, in this part of Australia; most commonly, they only prop up a large sheet or
two of bark, with sticks, and thus make a shelter to windward, with a fire in front."
The accompanying illustration show a shelter similar in form to those described by Dumont d'Urville
(Figure 3-2).

33
34

Dumont d’Urville 1989:86

Harper, cited in Bayley 1975:27
35
Backhouse 1843:468-469
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In form they were like an oblong beehive about six or seven feet high, built of wide strips of
eucalyptus bark, set upright and brought together at the top, covered with grass and marine
plants. Clean and spacious inside, each of them could easily house a family of eight to ten
individuals, and evidence a degree of intelligence on the part of these savages superior to any
I had so far encountered.

Figure 3-1 An Aboriginal camp at Jervis Bay36

Figure 3-2 Illustration of a bark shelter (Backhouse 1843:469)
From 1833, the Colonial Secretary required annual returns to be kept for all adult male Aboriginal
people to whom blankets had been distributed, together with their probable age, number of wives and

36

Australian National Maritime Museum: Dumont d'Urville, 'Voyage pittoresque autour du monde', Plate XXXVI 'Village a la
Baie Jervis / Aldea en la Bahia de Jervis', 1834, Object No: 00017947.
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children, tribe and usual place of residence 37. There were difficulties collecting accurate information,
and even at the time the total returns were considered an unreliable record 38 (Reece 1967:198-199).
However, based on these records there appears to have been a general decline in the Aboriginal
population of the Shoalhaven in the 19th Century. For example, 1838 records from Berry's estate
identified 62 individuals from the Jervis Bay tribe 39. By 1890, only 133 Aboriginal people were recorded
from the Shoalhaven region, and of these between 20 and 30 were employed on the Coolangatta
estate40.
There are few references to the local Aboriginal people through the 1840s and 1850s; however, it can
be assumed that their displacement from traditional lands and resulting economic dependence on
Europeans continued, resulting in the establishment of semi-permanent fringe camps adjacent to
townships and homesteads41.

7. We'll ask for the boat; to walk along the beach will make us tired.
8. This westerly wind will make it go quick.
9. Let our king ask for the boat; he is a good man, a favourite, the chief; the white
people like him.
10. Our chief is calling; he has got it, the white man has given it.
11. Come on quick, let us make haste. Now then, jump in.
12. How many are going to pull? There are four to pull and one to steer.
13. When we get out of the creek, we'll put up the mast, and hoist the sail.
14. Fetch the fish spears, we'll spear some fish….
In 1879, a newspaper article described a surf boat owned by Aboriginal people which could be
chartered by fishing parties, and was used to ferry people up Currambene Creek:
The next [ship building] yard is about a mile, or perhaps a little farther up the creek [from the
Macauley's yard, next to that of the Messrs. Dent at the mouth of Currambene Creek, North
Huskisson]; and as the scrub is not very safe to travel on foot, owing to snakes, &c., I am
advised to seek the services of the aboriginals in charge of a well-built surf boat, supplied to
them gratuitously by a number of gentlemen in Sydney, who also supply them with provisions,
&c. The boat was moored hard by, and after attending to the wants of a fishing party, who had
first sought the use of it, the old salt temporarily in charge, in the absence of Captain Bobby,
whose name is on the boat, was an intelligent aboriginal, about 60 years of age, by the name
of "Captain Edward Watson Tàdàmagal." Mr. "Neddy," as he preferred to be called, is quite an
expert with a pair of oars, and we were not long getting to Mr. Coloun's yard …43
The supply of the surf boat was likely through the efforts of George Thornton, who from 1854 was one
of the key members of the Sydney Aborigines Committee. The committee was a private organisation
formed to raise funds for the 'Sydney tribe'. Thornton had camped out with Aboriginal people at Jervis
Bay in the 1840s and believed that the charitable activities of the committee (which include the annual

37Reece,

R. H. W. 1967. ‘Feasts and Blankets: The History of Some Early Attempts to Establish Relations with the Aborigines

of New South Wales, 1814-1846’. Archaeology & Physical Anthropology in Oceania 2 (3): 190–206. Reece p197
38 Reece 1967:198-199
39 Maunsell Australia Pty Ltd and Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd. 2007. ‘Gerringong to Bomaderry Princes Highway
Upgrade: Preliminary Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Assessment’. The Roads and Traffic Authority NSW p12
40 Navin Officer Heritage Consultants (NOHC). 1997. ‘Preliminary Overview Route Selection Study Currambene Creek Crossing
Jervis Bay, NSW’. Preliminary Overview. Navin Officer Heritage Consultants. Jervis Bay, NSW: Connell Wagner Pty Ltd.p.8
41 Navin 1997:7
42 Mackenzie, Andrew. 1874. ‘Specimens of Native Australian Languages’. The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great
Britain and Ireland 3: 247–64; Mackenzie 1874:254
43 The Telegraph and Shoalhaven Advertiser, 16 October 1879, p.2
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A couple of sources from the 1870s refer to boat-related economic activities, indicating local Aboriginal
people were familiar with and skilled at handling European vessels. An example of the Thurumba
language recorded in 1872 relates a dialogue which takes place at Currambene Creek. It describes
whaling activity off the coast, with the Aboriginal king or chief borrowing a boat from 'the white people'
to meet the whaling vessel and do some fishing42 :
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distribution of blankets in Sydney) should be extended to Aboriginal people in their home districts. In
the 1860s, Thornton actively assisted Aboriginal people around Jervis Bay to obtain fishing boats and
supplies44.
However, the same newspaper article noted that although most of the land along the coastline around
Jervis Bay had been alienated (granted, selected or purchased), much of the property was still "in a
state of nature" and thickly timbered, and was used by Aboriginal people for hunting and camping. 45
In 1882 the Office of Protector of Aborigines was created, allocating provisions to Aboriginal people at
Jervis Bay and they received a fishing boat in 188346. The Board for the Protection of Aborigines (later
known as the Aborigines Welfare Board) was formed in 1883, and was the responsible for making
recommendations concerning the Aboriginal population of New South Wales and for the distribution of
rations, clothing and huts for accommodation.47 In 1883, the provision of government aid to Aboriginal
people living at Jervis Bay included the supply of rations and distribution of clothing, sail, oars, rope,
paint, fishing-lines and hooks.48 Similar supplies and assistance were provided to other coastal groups
(for example, at Shoalhaven and Terrara), and it was considered that the boats and gear could be
used to earn a sufficient livelihood.49 The 1885 Annual Report recorded that 12 adults and 6 children
in Jervis Bay were provided with "rations, clothing and stationery".50
Bilong

The economic focus provided by the town at Huskisson (proclaimed in 1885), and the availability of
fresh water and traditional food resources associated with Currambene Creek, made this area an
attractive locality for a camp51. The location of the historical Aboriginal camp site known as Bilong, on
the eastern bank of Currambene Creek opposite Huskisson, is described as being within and around
the present Myola township, on Portion 36 of the Parish (Figure 3-3). The camp was on 'level ground
adjacent to the creek' and consisting of '10-15 Aboriginal cottages made from timber from the local
sawmill (possibly at Huskisson) with bark roofs'52.

44

Irish, Paul. 2017. Hidden in Plain View: The Aboriginal People of Coastal Sydney. Sydney: NewSouth Publishing 62, 102-

104
45
Trove: The Telegraph and Shoalhaven Advertiser, 16 October 1879, p.2
46 Feary, S. 2018 Proposed Sale and Redevelopment of Anglican Church Grounds, Huskisson. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Due Diligence Assessment’. Bartlett and Associates Pty Ltd.: 17
47
SARANSW: ‘Aboriginal Resources: An Overview of Records, Aborigines Welfare Board, 1883-1969’, web,
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/archives/collections-and-research/guides-and-indexes/aboriginal-resources-overview-records
48
AIATSIS Library: Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, ‘Protection of the Aborigines (Report of the Board)’ 1883-4, p.6
49
AIATSIS Library: Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, ‘Protection of the Aborigines (Report of the Board)’ 1883-4, p.3
50
AIATSIS Library: Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, ‘Protection of the Aborigines (Report of the Board)’ 1885, p.3
51 Navin, Kerry. 1990. 'Proposed Currambene Creek Crossing Feasibility Study: Archaeological Component'. Shoalhaven City
Council. p13
52 Cane, S. 1987. ‘An Archaeological and Anthropological Investigation of the Armament Depot Complex in Jervis Bay, NSW’.
Department of Housing and Construction. p.43
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3.4.1

Figure 3-3 1928 map of the Parish of Currambene, showing the relative location of Portion 36
– 40 acres indicated as being owned by Jimmy Monaghan. This is the location of the Bilong
camp. (NSW Land Registry Services, Historical Lands Records Viewer, AO Map 44631, Map
File: 13832501.jp2)
Bilong was regarded by authorities as an unofficial and 'unmanaged' camp. The date for the beginning
of historic occupation at Bilong is conventionally given as between 1895 and 1900, following the
relocation of some families from the reserve at Roseby Park, after the Beecroft Peninsula began to be
used as a bombing range53. It has been suggested that an Aboriginal camp on Currambene Creek may
have existed prior to this54. In 1885, a number of Aboriginal children appear to have been attending the
public school at Huskisson North (reported variously as 12 Aboriginal children or '22 half-castes and
aboriginals'). Although some of them came from a distance to go to school, it suggests that others were
living in the vicinity of the town. 55
Members of the 'Jervis Bay tribe' at the turn of the 20th Century included "Buddbilly" (also known as
Budd Billy II, King of Jervis Bay, King Billy, Jimmy Golden, James Golding, Monaghans Jimmy, William
Bothong) and his wife Mary Golding (Figure 3-4), Jimmy Dann (Carpenter Dan) and family, and Mickey
Bell, originally from New England.
In common with the experience of Australian blacks elsewhere, the Jervis Bay tribe has
dwindled down to a very small number. Conspicuous is the portly form of "Buddbilly," who
proudly wears the brass insignia of his rank as "King of Jervis Bay." When his majesty is in full
rig— glazed helmet, steel watchchain with four medals of various values, etc. he acts the parts
to perfection, not forgetting to collect the royal tax of sixpence from the visitor. Buddbilly is not
the only representative of royalty who expects his subjects to toe the mark in the matter of
taxes. Jimmy Dann, or "Boree," and his family, and Mickey Bell, a New England native
stranded at the bay, comprise the bulk of the dark-skinned original owners of the soil.
Civilization and education does not seem to have done much for them, although "Fanny,"

53

Navin 1990:17; Cane 1987:43; AHIMS Site Card #58-2-0256

54Egloff,

B.J. 1981. Wreck Bay: An Aboriginal Fishing Community. Canberra, ACT: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies.

p.18
55

Trove: The Protestant Standard, 1 August 1885, p.5; AIATSIS Library: Legislative Assembly of New South Wales,
‘Protection of the Aborigines (Report of the Board)’ 1885. p.2
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whom we noticed contentedly toasting her black toes and shins at the camp fire and smoking
well coloured clay, whilst she eagerly followed the fortunes of the persecuted heiress and bad
minded marquis in a penny novelette, seemed to have reached the ideal of "jolly and fat."56
The camp at Bilong was occupied for around thirty years at least until to the late 1920s, possibly longer.
The 1901 Census lists the following Aboriginal people in North Huskisson: 57 Other people who lived
at Bilong over time included Jack Campbell, Charlie Roberts, Jimmy Johnson, Pegg Carpenter, Dave
Carpenter, Lucy Dan, Jimmy Bell, Suzy McDonald and Sandy Glass 58.

Locality

No. of
Householders
Schedule

Name of Householder

Number of
males
(Aboriginal)

Number of
females
(Aboriginal)

N. Huskisson

99

Abraham Woods

2

1

N. Huskisson

100

Jimmy Dan

4

2

N. Huskisson

105

James Golden

2

1

N. Huskisson

106

Scotch Maclean

1

3

N. Huskisson

115

Kate Golden

2

2

In 1882 the large number of Aboriginal people in the town of Huskisson was causing unease among
the non-Aboriginal inhabitants, prompting the Aborigines Protection Board (APB) to establish an
Aboriginal reserve at Long Beach on the Beecroft Peninsula, but the Long Beach Reserve remained
largely uninhabited given the opening of the artillery range there in 1895 59 ().
A portion of the Beecroft Peninsula was leased as a bombing range and naval gun target
practice which commenced in 1895. According to local folklore a white child was killed during
one of the bombardments and Queen Mary also known as Grannie Goulding decided to have
a peaceful old age and moved there more or less permanently to Bilong where she lived with
Jimmy. From time to time she would row across the bay from Huskisson and revisit her old
home60.
A 1927 newspaper article suggests that Mary Golding lived at Bilong, with her daughter Rebecca
Carpenter (Golding) and possibly others. The 1935 electoral roll records Rebecca Carpenter as living
at ‘Currumbene Creek, Huskisson’61
Notwithstanding the old woman’s great age she is not yet beyond caring for the sick. Mr. Moss
recently paid the "Royal Family" a visitation, and inquired how they all were? Mary replied that
she was alone, except for a young male adult who was sick, and she was looking after him;
that Becky had gone away to the Lake fishing, with the others. They had left the sick man
with Mary to tend.62

56

Trove: Goulburn Evening Penny Post, 2 April 1904, p.5
SARANSW: New South Wales, 1901 Census, Shoalhaven / St Vincent / D Tomerong / Household Schedule Nos 89-124,
Series NRS 685, fiche 43.
58 (pers. comm. Elaine Sturgeon 1990, cited in Navin 1990:17)
57

59 Feary 2018: 17
60 Egloff 1981 Wreck Bay: An Aboriginal Fishing Community. Canberra, ACT: Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies.
61
Ancestry.com.au: AEC, Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980, NSW/1935/Eden Monaro/Nowra
62
Trove: Nowra Leader, 6 May 1927, p.3
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Table 3-1 1901 Census list of Aboriginal people in North Huskisson

Figure 3-4 “Royalty at Ease” Budd Billy II, King of Jervis Bay and his wife Mary, Nowra, New
South Wales, approximately 1905 (National Library of Australia, Call No. PIC Album 1197/1
#PIC/15675/63)
3.4.2

King Budd Billy II: Jimmy Golding

Jimmy Golding was an Aboriginal Elder who lived in the Nowra/Jervis Bay region during the 19th and
early 20th Centuries.63 He was also known by the names of James Golding, James Golden,
Monaghans Jimmy, William Bothong. He was the owner of the breastplate that declared him 'BUDD
BILLY II KING OF JARVIS BAY'. The name ‘Budd Billy’ is an Anglicisation of madbili meaning ‘possumskin rug’. The breastplate is held in the collection of the National Museum of Australia.64
Jimmy was married to Mary Carpenter, and together they had 5 children; daughters Rebecca Golding
and (Josephine) Kate Speechley were named on Mary’s death certificate. 65 Another snapshot of their
familial relationship captured in Kate’s marriage register record.66
An 1892 photograph documents Jimmy as working as a Police Tracker, attached to Nowra Police
Station.

63

ANU Library: Cook, Kevin, and Heather Goodall, Making Change Happen: Black and White Activists Talk to Kevin Cook
about Aboriginal, Union and Liberation Politics, ANU Press, 2013, p.9, web, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cg5r4.
64
NMA: ‘Aboriginal Breastplates: New South Wales Budd Billy II - King of Jarvis Bay’, web,
https://www.nma.gov.au/explore/features/aboriginal-breastplates/list/new-south-wales/budd-billy
65
NSW BDM: Death Certificate Mary Golding, 25 February 1928, Registration No. 4225/1928
66
Ancestry.com.au: Sydney Diocesan Archives, Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, Sydney Anglican Parish Registers,
1814-2011, Nowra All Saints Marriage Register, 20 September 1904 – 3 March 1909, Record No. 47, 20 March 1908,
#A.96265
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Figure 3-5 Right: Photograph of Jimmy Golding and Carpenter Dan as police trackers, taken
at Nowra in 1892. Back row: Arthur Draper, Carpenter Dan. Front row: James Golding (King
Billy), John Fowler. (Nelson 2008)
A well-known character, Jimmy Golding had a reasonably high profile in both the European-settler and
Aboriginal communities in the Shoalhaven. In the late 1890s, he featured in a corroboree at Huskisson.
In the evening the aboriginals assembled in front of the Jervis Bay Hotel to corroboree. They
met about eight o’clock and continued their grotesque movements for more than an-hour. King
Jimmy figured very priminently [sic], and old Mickey made himself very amusing with feeble
attempts at funny gags and witticisms. In conclusion King Jimmy delivered what he considered
a great oration and informed those present (whom he insisted on addressing as gentlemen
and ladies) that they intend having a big event in Nowra at Easter.67
An article from 1896 recalls King Budd Billy II and King Micky Johnson attending the celebration of the
centenary of Kiama,
…That the celebration might not be wanting in historic interest, the aboriginal
worthies, "Budd Billy II., King of Jervis Bay," and "Micky Johnson" came into town with a
retinue of native followers.
Both wore dressed in state regalia. King Billy had his half-moon brass plate, bearing his name
and title, a brass star on which was embossed a crown, and a nickel medal awarded to
somebody by the Agricultural Society for the best Durham bull. King Micky wore a blue sash,
a colored rosette, and a similar brass plate bearing the legend "Micky Johnson, King." There
was something pathetic in the spectacle of these poor blacks taking part in the celebration of
an event which brought with it their own overthrow and decay. Yet it was noticed that during
the day they held aloof from the groat body of their white neighbours and huddled together in
a corner of a paddock, where someone was kind enough to provide them with homely and
substantial refreshment. At night, however, they threw off their reserve and took part in a
corroboree.68

67

Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 26 March 1898, p.2
Trove: Australian Town and Country Journal, 11 April 1896, p.10
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Figure 3-6 Photograph of Jimmy and Mary Golding which was labelled ‘Budd Billy and his
Wangan/Last King and Queen of Jervis Bay 1904’. (National Museum of Australia, EO Milne,
Edmund O Milne’s photograph album, Milne Library item No. 11, n.d.)
Despite his local notoriety, little was made of King Budd Billy II’s passing in 1905. The Shoalhaven
News reported that he had been seriously ill, and judging from relative newspaper dates, passed away
between 3rd June and 7th June 1905. (See section 4.5.2 for a discussion of evidence relating to his
burial location).
Budd Billy, aboriginal king, is seriously ill. The poor old fellow is being well attended to by the
white inhabitants.69
“Budd Billy” King of the Jervis Bay aboriginal died on Wednesday last. The old fellow was a
character in his way.70
Oddly, the most effusive of the newspaper reports eulogising Budd Billy II was published in a south
coast news column of Lismore’s Northern Star:
Poor old King Budd Billy III [sic] has passed over to the great majority. King Budd Billy
(otherwise known as Jimmy Golden) was known to almost every Shoalhavenite, and be it said,
there were white men worse than ‘Jimmy.’ Certainly, he was possessed of most of the
characteristic of all aboriginals, yet he could be thoroughly trusted. An excellent photo of King
Budd Billy and his gin is the subject of a pictorial post-card issued by Mr. C. S. Moss.71
3.4.3

Queen Mary Golding

Jimmy Golding’s wife, Dharawal woman Mary Golding/Mary Carpenter was a personality in her own
right.72 The content and tone of newspaper articles certainly evoke the sense that she was well-

69

Trove: Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser, 3 June 1905, p.4
Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 7 June 1905, p.6
Trove: Northern Star, 19 June 1905, p.4
72
ANU Library: Cook, Kevin, and Heather Goodall, Making Change Happen: Black and White Activists Talk to Kevin Cook
about Aboriginal, Union and Liberation Politics, ANU Press, 2013, p.9, web, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cg5r4
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respected and cared for by the Huskisson community after Jimmy’s passing. She continued to live at
her hut at Bilong, with her daughter Rebecca ‘Becky’ Carpenter. 73
Since Billy's death a few years later, she presided over the destinies of her waning race at
Jervis Bay, provided for to the day of her death by a beneficent Government. On holidays and
other days she held court to the numerous visitors from Huskisson, whose stay was not
considered complete till homage was paid to the venerable matriarch across the water.74
She became somewhat of a celebrity due to her longevity, thought to be at least 105 years of age when
she passed away on the 25th February 1928.75
Poor old Mary is held in high regard by generations of the Dent families who all remember her
since their childhood days. In fact, they look to Mary’s interests, seeing to it that she never
wants for the necessities of life, often providing her with little comforts to make her heart glad
in the long evening of her days, on the banks of the Currambene. Hats off to Mary!76

…Mary casually replies “Well, I get money givin’ to me, and I make them pay a shillin’ when
they want to take my photo”. Mary proffered the information that she would not come outside
the hut until she had received the shilling, being wise to the fact that the photographer could
not operate satisfactorily whilst his subject was under cover. 77

Figure 3-7 Photo of Mary Golding, taken on the 5th October 1926. The photo label reads
“Queen Mary Wife of Jimmy Golding known to the Aboriginal[...] as King Butt Billy II of the
Jervis Bay Tribe Coolangatta Tribe. She claims to be 100 years of age She was known as
yellow Mary. Died 1927’ (Nelson: 2008)

73

Trove: Nowra Leader, 6 May 1927, p.3
Trove: Nowra Leader, 2 March 1928, p.3
NSW BDM: Death Certificate Mary Golding, 25 February 1928, Registration No. 4225/1928
76
Trove: Nowra Leader, 6 May 1927, p.3
77
Trove: Nowra Leader, 6 May 1927, p.3
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Reportedly it was the custom to always take an offering of some sort when visiting her and, when asked
by Mr C.S. Moss how she existed:

Figure 3-8 Mary Golding outside her hut in October 1926. Photo is labelled: “Home of Queen
Mary of the Jervis Bay Tribe She claims to be 100 years old Wife of King Jimmy Golding
known to the Aborigines as King Butt Billy II 5.10.26.” (Nelson: 2008)

Figure 3-9 Left: Mary Golding receiving a gift from visitors. The other woman pictured could
be her daughter Rebecca. Right: Mary featured as the oldest person of the South Coast. (Daily
Telegraph, 29 November 1927, p.12)
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4. HISTORICAL CONTEXT
4.1 Exploring the Bay
Jervis Bay had been visited and mapped by Europeans from the early years of the Colony. Following
his visit to the bay in November 1811, Governor Lachlan Macquarie became interested in the potential
of Jervis Bay, and from then on made efforts to facilitate settlement in its vicinity.78
In the case of land laying between these two places should be found to be good quality and fit
for pasturage and agriculture, it would in my opinion be highly advisable to for a settlement at
Port Jarvis as soon as possible.
Port Jarvis is by far the finest and safest harbour in the whole coast between this and Bass’s
Straights to the southward. Port Jarvis also affords plenty of coal which I understand could be
easily wrought…I am of the opinion that it would be good policy and add greatly to the
improvement and resources of the Colony if a settlement were formed at Port Jarvis and the
country in its vicinity occupied by Industrious new settlers. 79

…We saw no place on which even a Cabbage might be planted with a prospect of
success…perhaps a more miserable sterile country was never traversed by a man…
…The country in the neighbourhood of Jervis Bay does not offer the smallest inducement for
the foundation of a settlement on its shores being as before state for the most part barren and
generally deficient in Water…80
Macquarie had high hopes for the establishment of a port and settlement at the Bay but fears of placing
the large number of convicts needed in a situation where only a limited military force would be available
to manage them stayed Macquarie’s hand. Despite rumours of the creation of a settlement in late
1826, and again in 1832, no action had been taken to create a township and port at the Bay and would
not until 1840.81

4.2 The development of Huskisson
Active steps had not been taken to set out a port and settlement at Jervis Bay, but the granting of land
in its vicinity had begun in the 1820s. Between 1827 and 1840 over 11,000 acres of land had been
granted to settlers at Moona Moona Creek, Callala, Currumbene Creek and Wollamia.
In March 1828, Rev. Thomas Kendall applied for a grant of 1280 acres at the mouth of the stream
“called by the natives Kurrunbun” (Currambene Creek). His application was refused, being informed
that
…The spot is one which has been thought eligible for the Scite of a Town – being situated at
the mouth of the principal river…82
In the meantime, graziers on the Southern Tablelands and Shoalhaven were looking for a way to
shorten their long overland trips to markets in Sydney. In the 1830s, investigations were undertaken to

78

NLA: Weatherhead, Mathew, Dalrymple, Alexander and Harrison, William. Plan of Jervis Bay on the east coast of New
Holland Lat. 35°6'S. Long 150°52'E. from Greenwich about 25 leagues to the southward of Port Jackson [London]: Publish'd
according to Act of Parliament by A. Dalrymple, 1794. Web. 5 October 2021 http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-230692652; James
Jervis, "Jervis Bay: Its Discovery and Settlement." in the Royal Australian Historical Society Journal and proceedings Sydney:
The Society, 1918, p.122, Web <http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-608930418>
79
James Jervis, Jervis Bay, RAHS, 1918, p.122
80
NLA: Lachlan Macquarie correspondence to Earl Bathurst, 12 December 1817, in James Jervis, Jervis Bay, RAHS, 1918,
p.123
81
NLA: James Jervis, Jervis Bay, RAHS, 1918, p.126-7
82
NLA: James Jervis, Jervis Bay, RAHS, 1918, p.127
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A coastal survey of Jervis Bay was undertaken by the surveyor-general John Oxley and James Meehan
in September-December 1819. Oxley was not of the same enthusiastic opinion as Macquarie, stating

Ordinary Meeting – Monday 11 April 2022
Page 35

find an overland route from Nerriga, east to Jervis Bay. Here the journey could be completed by sea.
A suitable route being discovered, in May 1840, the Colonial Secretary requested that the Surveyor
General assign someone to survey the road. The Wool Road as it became known, was in operation by
mid-late 1841.
Since there was no township in existence the Jervis Bay terminus of the Wool Road, it became
necessary to plan one. Acting Surveyor General Captain Perry attended the Bay and was dismayed to
find that the perfect land for an adequately sheltered port and township – on the southern side of Moona
Moona Creek (now-Vincentia) had already been alienated in private ownership. Perry fell back on the
government reserve of land at the mouth of Currumbene Creek, from which Kendall had been
discouraged. Assistant Surveyor Burnett was instructed to draw up a township for the site, which he
forwarded to the Governor for approval in November 1840. On the 3rd of December 1840, advice was
received that His Excellency “…approved of the design of the Township of ‘Huskisson’” 83
The original town featured Lots in 24 sections laid out in a grid pattern. The government offered 15 lots
up for sale in 1841 near the waterfront at Currumbene Creek. 84 By way of competition, the owner of
the private land at the end of the Wool Road, set out the township of South Huskisson (now Vincentia),
and offered 100 Lots for sale in June 1841 (Figure 4-2)
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The optimism and prosperity offered by the Wool Road was somewhat short lived. Severe economic
downturn and the rise of Nowra to become the trading centre for the region saw the little development
present at South and ‘North’ Huskisson almost completely abandoned toward the end of the 1840s. 85

Figure 4-1 Locality sketch taken from the c.1840 Plan of sixteen agricultural farms, St
George's Basin contiguous to the township of Huskisson, Jervis Bay. The area set aside for
the government town of Huskisson is see on the left-hand side of Currambene Creek. (NLA:
Ferguson rare map collection, MAP F 85, Bib ID 2629481)

83

GBA Heritage Pty Ltd, Heritage Assessment: 17 Hawke Street, Huskisson for Bartlett & Associates Pty Ltd, 2018, p.6;
NLA: James Jervis, Jervis Bay, RAHS, 1918, p.126-7
84
Trove: NSW Government Gazette, 26 October 1841, Issue No. 88, p.1470
85
GBA Heritage 2018: 6
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Figure 4-2 An extract from the c1841-1843 plan, Sketch of the township of South Huskisson.
Assistant Surveyor Burnett had made his plan of the government township of (North)
Huskisson by 1840. An indication of a grid pattern of blocks is made on the right-hand bank of
Moona Moona Creek, and the street names and siting of Currambene, Hawke, Duncan and
Beach relatively echo the pattern observed in the 1868 Huskisson Town Plan [Figure 4-4].
(NLA: Ferguson rare map collection, MAP 57 & 58, Bib ID 2627764)

Figure 4-3 View of ‘Jarvis Bay’, c.1848(?) with Point Perpendicular in the middle distance. The
print is labelled “Drawn from Nature by Capn. Westmacott, On Stone by W. Spreat” (SLV: Pl.
no. 16, Sketches in Australia, Accession no: 30328102131702/18)
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Figure 4-4 The 1868 ‘Plan of the town of Huskisson’ published by the Department of Lands.
The subject area is indicated as ‘Church Reserve’ north of Bowen Street. (SLNSW, ML Call No.
Town map - Huskisson (1868), ID 74Vv82JRG27O)
Huskisson received a new lease on life when it became a shipbuilding centre in the 1860s. George
Dent (Senior) was a timber getter on the Georges River in Sydney, who arrived in Huskisson in 1861.
He established a shipbuilding operation with two adjacent sawmills on the lower reaches of
Currambene Creek86 . Two of Dent's sons, George (Junior) and Joseph became boat builders,
establishing their own yards in the 1880s. Two other sons, James and William, worked finding and
felling timber for boatbuilding. The Dents were joined by, among others, Andre Coulon - another
successful independent shipwright working out of Huskisson87.
By 1879, the population of Jervis Bay (including the village of North Huskisson), comprised about 100
people "scattered around the bay". At that time, the village of consisted of five residences (of James,

Navin 1991. ‘Archaeological Investigation of Proposed Currambene Creek Crossing and Associated Road Routes from
Woollamia to Callala Beach, Jervis Bay, NSW’. Mitchell McCotter & Associates Pty Ltd.:11; Peter Freeman Architects, 2003.
Shoalhaven City Council Heritage Study 1995-1998 (Heritage Study) update. Planning services Division, Shoalhaven City
Council, Nowra NSW:28-29, 34
87 Jervis Bay Maritime Museum 2014
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William and George Dent, ship builders; Mr. Thomas Macauley, a shipwright; and the domicile of the
postmistress) and the school-building, which operated as a half-time Provisional School.88

4.3 The Section 3 Church Reserve
The town of Huskisson was laid out in 24 sections. The subject area is within Section 3.
In the 1868 plan of the town of Huskisson, the Section 3 site set aside for a Church comprised one 2acre lot bound by Bowen, Hawke and Currambene Streets. Another identical lot was set aside for a
second church at the northern end of the Section 8, bound by Nowra, Hawke and Duncan Streets. 89
In correspondence dated 26th April 1875, approval was sought from the Minister for Lands for the use
of the Section 3 reserve for ‘as sites for Church of England Church, Churchyard and Parsonage.” 90
The intended division of the 2-acre portion in April 1875 is per the plan attached to the approval letter,
reproduced here as Figure 4-7. Surveyor C.H. Dale was then assigned ‘for report and measurement if
unobjectionable 1 acre for Church of England Church site, ½ acre for Parsonage site’ on the 25 th May
1875.91 This amounted to 1 ½ acres in total; not the full 2 acres of the reserve.

Dale submitted his Crown Plan survey for the site on the 30th June 1875, along with a letter addressed
to the Surveyor General;
Sir,
I have the honour herewith to transmit the plan of one portion of land containing two acres
Town of Huskisson County of St. Vincent measured by me on the 14th of June 1875 as a
reserve for the Church of England in accordance with your instruction…No 75/35 of the 25 th
May
1875.
The original Church Reserve as measured when the Township was laid out was 2 acres, and
as instructed I have measured one acre for the Church, ½ acre for the Parsonage, and as
there is already a grave in the remaining portion, I considered that I ought to reserve that as a
burial ground.”92
The Crown Plan indicates that the land Dale refers to as already containing a grave is now-Lot 9, at
the corner of Bowen and Currambene Streets.
A memo dated 6 October 1875 was made in the margin of Dale’s letter to the Surveyor General:
Submitted. The instructions were for measurement of Church and Parsonage sites
only. Mr Dale has measured a Ch of Eng Cemetery Site as well. Probably this last
measurement should be cancelled, it being objectionable to have a Cemetery in a
Town.93
In the colony of NSW, the rules on the location of burial grounds was formalised with legislation enacted
in 1825 ruling that no burials could take place within the walls of a church and that all burial grounds

88

The Telegraph and Shoalhaven Advertiser, 16 October 1879, p.2
SLNSW: Department of Lands, Plan of the town of Huskisson: Parish of Currambene, county of St. Vincent N.S.W. 1868,
Government Printing Office, ML Call No. Town map - Huskisson (1868), ID 74Vv82JRG27O
90 SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands Department, correspondence document no. 75/3018 in File No 77/8470,
at Box 2/1136
91
SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands Department, correspondence no. 77/35, annotated on document no.
75/3018 (29 April 1875), filed under no. 77/8470, at Box 2/1136
92
SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands Department, correspondence no. 75/4623 (1 July 1875), filed under no.
77/8470, at Box 2/1136
93
SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands Department, correspondence no. 75/63, annotated on document no.
75/4623 (1 July 1875), filed under no. 77/8470, at Box 2/1136
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Dale surveyed the Section 3 reserve on June 14th 1875, and the resulting Crown Plan indicates that
the 2 acre site had been divided into 3 distinct lots; 1 acre given to Lot 7 for the erection of a church,
and a ½ acre each to Lot 8 as the site of a parsonage, and Lot 9 as a burial ground (see Figure 4-8).
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should be located at least one mile outside the town.94 This emerged in part from a review of burial
practices in England by Edwin Chadwick95 who recommended that internments within towns were to
be 'entirely prohibited' because he maintained that
...the emanations from human remains are of a nature to produce fatal disease, and to depress
the general health of whosoever is exposed to them; and ... interments in the vaults of
churches, or in grave-yards surrounded by inhabited houses, contribute to the mass of
atmospheric and other impurities by which the general health and average duration of life of
the inhabitants is diminished96
Therefore, by the time that the town of Huskisson was surveyed the position that cemeteries should
not be located within towns was by this time entrenched in town planning practice.
A red ink amendment was made to the Crown Plan with a strikethrough cross over Lot 9 as a burial
ground, with the notation “Cancelled by memo on papers”.97 The suggestion of the burial ground was
crossed out as advised by the 8th October 1875, (see Figure 4-8) with the memo noting that only the
site for ‘Church of England Church and Parsonage’ had been submitted for approval by the Minister
for Lands.98

94 George IV no.21 (1 November 1825). An Act for better regulating and preserving parish and other registers of births, baptisms,
marriages and burials in New South Wales and its Dependencies, including Van Diemen’s Land. 10th Clause: 1-mile burial law.
Cited in Murray, L 2001 p66
95

Chadwick, Edwin 1843 On the Results of a Special Inquiry into the Practice of Interment in Towns.

96

Chadwick 1843 in Murray, L.A., 2001. Cemeteries in the Nineteenth-Century New South Wales: Landscapes of Memory and

Identity (Doctor of Philosophy). University of Sydney, Department of History p37
97

LRS: CP 486-1984
SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands Department, correspondence no. 75/4623 (1 July 1875), filed under no.
77/8470, at Box 2/1136
99
NSW Government Gazette, 4 February 1876 (Issue No.380), p.510
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On the 4th February 1876, the NSW Government Gazette notice was published dedicating Lot 7 & 8
Section 3 of Huskisson for public use as a “Church of England Church and Parsonage”.99

Figure 4-5 Extract from the 1868 plan of the town of Huskisson. Section 3 contains the reserve
for a church (subject area), with another identical lot set aside for a second church in Section
8. (SLNSW, ML Call No. Town map - Huskisson (1868), ID 74Vv82JRG27O)

Figure 4-6 The subject land in red overlying the 1868 Plan of the Town of Huskisson.
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Figure 4-7 April 1875 sketch plan of the intended division/allocation of land within the 2-acre
church reserve. This plan indicates that 1.5 acres (Lot 7 and 9) be the ‘Church and
Churchyard’ with Lot 8 as the Parsonage. (SARANSW: Miscellaneous Branch of NSW Lands
Department, correspondence document no. 75/3018 in File No 77/8470, at Box 2/1136)
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Figure 4-8 June 1875 Crown Plan of the Section 3 land reserved for church use. Red ink
indicated a later amendment or note added to the plan. The reserve of Lot 9 Section 3 for the
church had been cancelled before February 1876, as only Lots 7 & 8 were dedicated to the
Church of England. (LRS: CP 486-1984)
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Figure 4-9 Extract from the 1884 Huskisson Town Plan published by the Surveyor General’s
office. Crown land that has been designated as a public reserve are shaded green. (SLNSW: G
H Sheaffe & S R Dobbie, Plan of survey of features to design, Town of Huskisson County of St
Vincent: Parish of Currambene, Surveyor General, ML Call No. M3
811.329/HUSKISSON/1884/1, ID 74VKv5pNPJqA)
John Watson, George Dent (Junior), James Dent, Thomas Ganderton and William Barham were
appointed “as trustees for site for Church of England and Parsonage at Huskisson” in July 1877.103
However, it was not until the early 20th Century that a church was built on the site. In the meantime,
services were held at an indeterminate location in “Huskisson” and rites such as weddings were held
at private residences, as evidenced by the October 1901 wedding of Louisa Coloun to Walter Smith;
officiated by Rev. W. Newby-Fraser, “married in the residence of Mr Andre Coulon Huskisson
N.S.W”.104
It was not until 1903 that efforts to build a church began in earnest, when a Church of England Parochial
Council approved the request of Miss Wood of Jervis Bay to begin fundraising for that purpose:

100

SLNSW: G H Sheaffe & S R Dobbie, Plan of survey of features to design, Town of Huskisson County of St Vincent: Parish
of Currambene, Surveyor General, ML Call No. M3 811.329/HUSKISSON/1884/1, ID 74VKv5pNPJqA
101
LRS: CP 2-1193
102
At the time of writing, the corresponding memo to this notation on Lot 9 Sec 3 on CP 2-1193 was unable to be obtained
from NSW State Records due COVID closure.
103
LRS: CP 486-1984
104
Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 5 February 1885, p.2; Ancestry.com.au: Sydney Diocesan Archives, Anglican Church
Diocese of Sydney, Sydney Anglican Parish Registers, 1814-2011, Nowra All Saints Marriage Register, 11 May 1900 – 21
September 1904, Record No. 23, 8th October 1901, p.11
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By the time an updated town survey plan was completed in July 1884 (see Figure 4-9), Lot 9 Section
3 allotment and the Section 8 church reserve were recorded as general public reserves; shaded in
green, as per the rest of the crown-owned public reserves in the town. 100 Crown Plan 2-1193, of 153
allotments of the Town of Huskisson (n.d., but early enough to indicate location of houses and fence
lines pre-dating the formalise adoption of the town grid), notes that Lot 9 Section 3 is reserved for
public buildings.101 102
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At the Church of England Parochial Council meeting, on Friday evening last, Rev. W. NewbyFraser reported that Miss Wood, of Jervis Bay, desired permission to raise funds for the
erection of a place of worship at Huskisson. It was stated that a site was available that was
vested in trustees for Church of England purposes, but it was desired that the building should
be placed at the disposal of the Presbyterian Church people when required. The Council
expressed entire approval of the proposal. 105
A church had been erected on the site by the 4th of September 1905 when a wedding was performed
there:
A very pretty wedding was celebrated at the Church of England, Huskisson Bay, on Monday
last, when Miss Edith Johns and Mr. Dudley Barnett Wiltshire were united in the bonds of
matrimony. The ceremony was performed by the Rev. W. Newby-Fraser…As the bridal party
left the church to the strains of the ' Wedding March,' which was skilfully played by Mr. J, M.
Innes, they were treated to the usual showers of confetti, rose leaves, rice, etc…106

Figure 4-10 Undated photograph of the c.1905 church, Huskisson. Looking southwest from
Hawke Street. Vegetation behind and beside the church is apparent. (Reproduced from GBA
Heritage 2018:9).

105

Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 25 March 1903, p.6
Trove: Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser, 9 September 1905, p.8
Trove: Nowra Leader, 4 January 1929, p.2
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An early photograph shows that the church was a modest weatherboard timber structure with a gabled
roof. A later photo (Figure 4-10) shows that it was sited near the northern boundary of Lot 7 and
addressed Hawke Street. The church was often referred to as the “Union Church” in newspaper
reports, given that the space was shared by at least the Presbyterians for their church services. 107
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4.4 The Holy Trinity Church, Huskisson
Having outgrown the c1905 church building, the Huskisson congregation began raising funds to build
a new church on the site in the late 1920s.108 They were aided in their quest by the Reverend Thomas
Terry, “…who when in charge of the Shoalhaven parish largely interested himself in the raising of
money towards meeting the cost of the building.”109

Figure 4-11 Cyril Blacket’s November 1930 design of the new church at Huskisson. (Source
parish archives cited in GBA2018)

108

Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 12 June 1929, p.2; Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser, 21 April 1928,
p.3
109
Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 28 January 1931, p.1
110 Cyril Blacket (1857-1937) was a prominent landowner in St Georges Basin. He was the son of Edmund Blacket, the wellknown Colonial Architect Edmund Blacket.
111

Trove: Shoalhaven Telegraph, 28 January 1931, p.1; Shoalhaven Telegraph, 8 April 1931, p.4
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They approached architect Cyril Blacket110 a local landowner in the region, to design the church. Due
to the cost, the design was revised from being constructed in brick to timber weatherboard instead.
The Holy Trinity Church was finished in a matter of months; the foundation stone was laid by
Archbishop of Sydney, Right Reverend Dr John Wright (Figure 4-12) on 24 January 1931, and the
consecration service of the finished church was officiated by the Rural Dean of Wollongong, Rev E
Walker on Saturday 4th April 1931.111

Figure 4-12 Laying the foundation stone of the 1931 church in Huskisson. The original church
building is observed facing Hawke Street near the northeast corner of Lot 7. A couple of
isolated trees can be seen in the vicinity; however, most of the vegetation has been cleared
from this area since earlier photos. (Parish archives cited in GBA Heritage 2018:11).
In 1979 the original church building was relocated to the south. The structure was lifted by a crane and
two girders placed underneath, before being relocated further south on Lot 7 by two large trucks. Site
preparation works for the rectory included manual "digging, levelling, filling etc." by a team of volunteers
before a concrete slab was poured. Construction of the single storey, brick rectory was completed in
September 1980.112 The are no records indicating any historical graves were identified during the
building works. A number of modifications were made to the property during the 20th and 21st
Centuries.113 Table 4-2 Historical timeline highlighting key dates in the development and use of the
subject area.

4.5 Burials at Huskisson
While the reservation of the Section 3 site for a church had notionally been in place since at least 1868,
by 1876, when the land was dedicated for use as a Church of England Church and parsonage, the
southwestern corner (Lot 9) had been excluded from church use. Lot 9 had previously been marked
by Surveyor Dale on the 1875 Crown Plan as being set aside for a burial ground despite his brief being
to survey for a church and parsonage only, as he indicated that he found there was a grave already on
that lot. However, his recommendation to allocate the area he notionally measured for a church burial
ground was not supported by the authorities and was not submitted for approval as the Miscellaneous
Branch of the Lands Department considered that it was objectionable to situate a cemetery inside a
township. Instead, Lot 9 was left as a reserve for public buildings.114
There is not now, nor was there ever a cemetery designated in Huskisson. By and large, locals were
buried in at Nowra Cemetery. Other cemeteries such as Yalwal, Jerry Bailey (Shoalhaven Heads),
Cambewarra, Worrigee, Sussex Inlet and “Burrier Private Cemetery” were also found variously noted
against entries in the Anglican Parish Register of burials for the area. 115 A burial ground for Aboriginals

112

n.d. Unpublished notes on the Holy Trinity Anglican Church Huskisson from the files of the Huskisson Heritage Association,
complied by Helen Ruttley. Anecdotal sources.
113 See GBA Heritage 2018:10, 18
114 LRS: CP 486-1984
115 Ancestry.com.au: Sydney Diocesan Archives, Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, Sydney Anglican Parish Registers,
1814-2011, Nowra All Saints Composite Register 15 April 1855 – 11 September 1926, Burials 1936
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from the Huskisson area was already in place at the time of European settlement near the camp at
Bilong116 and continued to be used into the historic period.
It is of note that George Dent Jnr and James Dent, both of whom were trustees for the Church of
England land in Huskisson, are not buried at the church site but rather at Nowra.117 Buried in the Church
of England portion of the ‘Public Cemetery, Nowra’ is James Dent (1910), his wife Mary Ann Dent
(1903), son Richard Dent (1939), niece Madeline (Doris) Dent (1906), George Jnr (1935) and his wife
Elizabeth (1902), among others.118 As Trustees of the church one would assume that if there was a
cemetery associated with the Church then they would have been given the honour of burial there.
This indicates that even though a pre-1875 burial had been undertaken at Lot 9, that the Huskisson
community did not ordinarily use it in an unofficial capacity for burials; given the regular pattern of the
town’s most prominent and abundant extended family making arrangements to be interred at the
Church of England section of Nowra Cemetery.

Figure 4-13 Grave of Robert Johnson (Waymarking.com: ‘Out of Place Grave – Huskisson,
NSW’, posted 19/07/2012, web,
https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMEXV2_Out_of_Place_Grave_Huskisson_NSW)

116

NSWBDM: Death Certificate of Mary Golding, 25 February 1928, Registration number 4225/1928; Death Certificate of
James Dan, 9 December 1913, Registration number 1913/17066
117
Trove: Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser, 29 October 1910, p.4; Nowra Leader, 27 September 1935,
p.6
118
Trove: Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser, 1 August 1903, p.3; Nowra Leader, 1 December 1939, p6:
NSWBDM: Death Certificate Madeline Doris Dent, 11 September 1908, Registration No. 9860/1906; Ancestry.com.au: Sydney
Diocesan Archives, Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, Sydney Anglican Parish Registers, 1814-2011, Nowra All Saints
Composite Register 15 April 1855 – 11 September 1926, Burials, Elizabeth Harriette Dent, 13 November 1902
119
Trove: Sydney Morning Herald, 19 October 1900, p.5
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Another indication that the grounds of the Union Church / Holy Trinity Church was not a standard well
known if unofficial burial place in the community, is the lone grave of Robert Johnson at Tapalla
Point/Sailors Point Huskisson; approximately 600m to the southeast of the subject area. HMS Orlando
sailor Robert Johnson (19 years) was first buried in the sand above the high-tide line of now-Sailors
Grave Beach, following his death by accidental drowning in 1892. In 1900 his body was exhumed from
the beach and re-interred at the top of the point, “which overlooks the anchorage of the man-o-war’”
and a headstone erected there in his memory.119
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Scant or vague records for people who died in the town during the 19 th Century further obscure an
understanding of the customary procedure/arrangements made for their burial in the absence of a
traditional cemetery closer than the town of Nowra.
Mariner John Lucy is one such example. He died on the 18th October 1873 by sudden and accidental
“dislocation of neck” at Currambene Creek. He was buried on the 20th October by George Dent Jnr, at
simply “Currambene”.120 William Dent who passed away at only 1 day old, is another. Son of Richard
and Amy Dent, his death certificate says that he was buried the next day by his uncle Frederick Dent,
in “Huskisson NSWales”. It was not uncommon for infants to be buried on the family property in
circumstances where the nearest cemetery was only reached by a long or rough journey. In the
absence of other substantiating information, the location of these burial location is, as yet, unable to
be determined.
4.5.1

Burials at the subject area

We have attempted where possible to substantiate claims through official records. It should be noted
that newspapers, while useful and full of fascinating details and ‘texture’ of the past, need to be carefully
considered before being used as historical source evidence. Just as today, articles can be written for
a particular audience/purpose, have an agenda or bias, lack context, be an opinion piece/advertorial,
or make liberal use of ‘poetic licence’ to make a story more interesting and relatable. They may also
contain factual errors resulting from editorial or typesetting mistakes. These issues may not be readily
evident and ‘facts’ gleaned from the page at face value, may not be true, or a provide only a partial
account of an event. As such, additional primary source material is recommended to corroborate
interpretation and findings. In this study we have attempted to substantiate claims with two or more
sources, such as a death certificate or other official register, in so far as records exist, were
discoverable, and accessible at the time.
The list of people that have variously been claimed by the community to have been buried on the
church site is recorded in Table 4-1 along with the outcomes of investigation into their burial locations.
Lands Department records indicate that there was a pre-June 1875 grave extant on Lot 9 when the
reserve was surveyed for the Crown Plan.
4.5.2

King Budd Billy II (1905) and Mary Golding

Jimmy Golding passed away at the end of May/early June 1905. Unfortunately, no registration was
made with the New South Wales Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages, so there is no certificate
available. Neither was a burial service recorded in the Anglican Parish Register for Nowra All Saints. 121
That he may be buried on the subject land (Lot 7 & 8) comes from a single newspaper article. Just as
easily, a suggestion that he is buried at Bilong alongside Mary comes from another.
The following excerpt from 22nd July 1905 (i.e over a month after his death) article in the Evening News,
suggests that Jimmy Golding ‘…had a Christian burial, with a minister, in the churchyard…’
‘Royalty at ease’, shows Jimmy, the old King of Jervis Bay, who only a few weeks ago died,
and his queen, indulging in an imported pleasure, that of a smoking pipe, which did not prevent
their ripe old age. The poor old widow was very proud that her man “had a Christian burial,
with a minister, in the churchyard; whilst (and her satisfaction was accentuated thereby) Jacky,
another black-fellow, only got buried like a dog out in the bush yonder”.122

120

NSWBDM: Death Certificate John Lucy, 18 October 1873, Registration No. 6774/1873
Ancestry.com.au: Sydney Diocesan Archives, Anglican Church Diocese of Sydney, Sydney Anglican Parish Registers,
1814-2011, Nowra All Saints Composite Register 15 April 1855 – 11 September 1926, Burials 1905
122
Trove: Evening News, 22 July 1905, p.8. Note this Newspaper was Sydney based.
Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
37
121

CL22.174 - Attachment 1

Despite it not being an official cemetery, there is a widely held conviction in the community that there
are graves present at the Holy Trinity Church grounds (Lot 7 & 8) and/or the immediate vicinity; most
notably of King Budd Billy II (Jimmy Golding). The following discussion is an attempt to use
documentary evidence to substantiate if/who, when, and if possible, where they are buried on the site.
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Given that there was no other church in Huskisson at the time, if the detail of the ‘churchyard’ is correct
then it may be presumed to be that of the Union Church formerly located where the current parsonage
is situated. However, while the general gist of the report is based on fact, the veracity of specific details
is questionable and may be regarded as anecdotal.
As some context, Mary Salmon, author of the story, contributed articles to The Evening News and
Australian Town and Country Journal, but was not a local of the district, and there is no indication in
the full article text that she visited the Bay for the purposes of the story. Described as “a writer of oldtime things”, the impression formed from running an eye over her body of work is a discernible trend
toward a ‘feature’; generally, of various districts/city elements in which she relates aspects of their
development, or otherwise, a profile of a ‘way of life’, such as ‘The City Working Woman. How She
lives’ and ‘Dwellers in the City…With Sydney’s Poor’. 123 Her style lent to ‘illustrative’; a narrative woven
with little era-relevant observances and commentary, rather than being a direct knowledge exchange
of fact.
The article entitled ‘In the Shoalhaven District…Jervis Bay’, from which the above excerpt comes, was
also run that year in Australian Town and Country Journal, however the photograph ‘Royalty at Ease’
and the paragraph concerning King Budd Billy II and Mary was omitted. 124

Last Sunday, in the Sabbath calm of a perfect afternoon, on the quiet banks of Currambene
Creek, was enacted a scene which will live long in the memory of those who were privileged
to witness it. It was the laying to rest of the century- old remains of Queen Mary, head of the
Jervis Bay blacks— an incident unique in the annals of the district and State… Prior to the
funeral procession, her assembled subjects filed past the bier for a last look at the placid,
wrinkled face of their dead Queen, heaping their tribute of bush flowers at her feet. Forming in
procession they marched two-by-two along the sandy bush track to the tiny tree-girt cemetery
a mile away, for the final obsequies. By the side of her Royal Consort she was reverently laid,
the Rev. Terry kindly officiating.125
The Evening News related that Mary was
…laid to rest in the quiet little burying ground far up Currambene Creek… A great number of
people gathered in that lonely bush burying ground to pay respect to such an aged Australian,
and the service at the graveside was particularly solemn and impressive, the shadows of the
densely growing trees falling sombrely across the grave’126

123

Trove: Windsor and Richmond Gazette, 16 September 1905, p.6; Evening News, 16 May 1905; Evening News, 21 October
1905
124
Trove: Australian Town and Country Journal, 27 September 1905, p.35
125
Trove: Nowra Leader, 2 March 1928, p.3
126
Evening News, 22 July 1905, p.8
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Another suggestion as to King Budd Billy II’s burial place is found in a 1928 Nowra Leader article
reporting on Mary’s own funeral and burial:

Figure 4-14 Sydney Morning Herald Monday 27th February 1928 p11
Mary Golding’s burial place is listed on her death certificate as “Aborigines Burying Ground
Currambene Creek near Huskisson”. 127 The newspaper articles above describe, with due respect, her
funeral procession along the bank of the creek to that burial place near Bilong, and that the Church of
England Reverend, Thomas Terry, performed a graveside service at that site.
The Nowra Leader article notes that “By the side of her Royal Consort she was reverently laid…” This
suggests that Jimmy Golding, Kind Budd Billy II, was also buried at the Currambene Creek burial
ground where Mary was laid to rest.
An established custom and practice of burials near Bilong is evidenced by the burial of other Golding
family members there. Thomas Speechley, who was King Budd Billy II and Mary’s grandson, is buried
in a marked grave near Bilong. The eldest of ten children of their daughter (Josephine) Kate Golden
and Englishman William Speechley, 6-year-old Thomas was tragically killed in November 1904 when
a live artillery shell that had washed up on the beach unexpectedly detonated. 128

127

NSWBDM: Death Certificate of Mary Golding, 25 February 1928, Registration number 4225/1928
ANU Library: Cook, Kevin, and Heather Goodall, Making Change Happen: Black and White Activists Talk to Kevin Cook
about Aboriginal, Union and Liberation Politics, ANU Press, 2013, p.9, web, http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt4cg5r4; Trove: The
Daily Telegraph, 17 November 1904, p.5
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Figure 4-15 Grave of Thomas Speechley near Bilong. Thomas was grandson to King Budd
Billy II. Photo by Rob Slater, 8 November 2017. (Jervis Bay Maritime Museum Blog: ‘Young
Thomas Speechley’, 14 November 2017, web
http://jervisbaymaritimemuseum.blogspot.com/2017/11/young-thomas-speechley.html)
Fellow Bilong resident, James Dan/Carpenter Dan, is also buried near there; his 1913 death certificate
records his burial place as “Currambene Creek Graveyard, Huskisson”.129
However, with no visible marked grave for King Budd Billy II either on the subject land (Lots 7 and 8)
or at Bilong, and no official record found of his place of burial (to date), there is no way to conclusively
determine at which of the two possible sites he is buried.
4.5.3

Carl Niclasson (1912)

At the end of November 1912, Swedish sailor Carl Niclasson passed away suddenly while returning
from Huskisson to the whaling vessel Loch Tay, which was anchored in the Bay. The details of the
incident were reported the following week in the Shoalhaven Telegraph:
On Saturday last, a seaman names Carl Niclasson, aged 32 years, employed in the whaling
factory ship Loch Tay at Jervis Bay died suddenly. On Monday Mr Watson, district coroner,
held an inquiry at Huskisson, when the following facts were elicited: Hans Egeness, captain of
the Loch Tay, deposed that deceased was a native of Gothberg Sweden…he was generally
in good health, never being ill, but he was evidently suffering heart disease, to which he [the
Loch Tay’s doctor] attributed deceased’s death…
…The body was buried at the rear of the union church at Huskisson, alongside the grave of a
sailor interred there some 42 years ago. The service was conducted by the Rev. A.G. Perkins,
but this was followed by an impressive service in Norwegian, in which the officers and men of
the Loch Tay took part.130
Niclasson’s death certificate corroborates several details offered in the newspaper article: that he
passed away on Saturday 23rd November 1912, that the cause of death was heart disease, that it
underwent a coronial inquest by Mr Watson, and that a burial service was performed by Alfred G.
Perkins of the Church of England.131 There is no explanation given as to why a Swedish man was

129

NSWBDM: Death Certificate of James Dan, 9 December 1913, Registration number 1913/17066
Trove: The Shoalhaven Telegraph, 27 November 1912, p.5
NSWBDM: Death Certificate of Carl Niclasson, 23 November 1912, Registration number 17227/1912
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given an ‘impressive service in Norwegian’ although as the languages are very similar this may be a
mistake on the part of the reporter.
While the burial location recorded on the death certificate is no more specific than “Huskisson
NSWales”, given the veracity of key pieces of information stated by the Shoalhaven Telegraph account,
there is a possibility that the article can be taken at face value and that he was buried at an unspecified
distance from the rear of the original location of the c1905 Union Church (see Figure 4-18 and Figure
4-19 for location of the old c1905 church in relation to the 1931 church). This would place his grave in
the general location of the current rectory, in the north-western part of Lot 7 or northern end of Lot 8
(but see discussion below 4.5.4). The most recent GPR survey identified two anomalies consistent in
size and depth with graves (although oriented north- south rather than east west), behind the current
rectory in Lot 8 (see Figure Figure 5-8).
The unknown sailor

The newspaper article about the death of Niclasson also makes note that he was buried “alongside the
grave of a sailor interred there some 42 years ago”. 42 years is an oddly specific number that puts the
death of the nameless sailor around 1870. If the body were buried on the site; it was at a time before
the church existed and before the Block 3 (the subject land) had been surveyed and set aside for a
future church and parsonage. That first burial occurred when the subject land was vacant Crown Land;
on land that would not be surveyed or officially dedicated for use by the church of England for another
5 – 6 years.132 Attempts to discover the name and circumstances this individual’s death have so far
been fruitless and therefore, it is not possible to substantiate his alleged burial on either the subject
land (Lost 7, and 8) or the neighbouring Lot 9. It seems likely that this was the lone grave that surveyor
Dale observed in 1875 when he conducted his survey (see 4.3) because after only 5 years it would still
have been visible, and he only mentions a single grave. However, if this is the case then it gives rise
to an uncertainty about the location of his and Niclasson’s grave as the lone grave observed by Dale
was in Lot 9 (see 4.3).
4.5.5

Rebecca Golding (1935)

Rebecca Golding (also known as Rebecca Carpenter) is the elder of King Budd Billy II and Mary
Golding’s two daughters. She lived at Bilong with her mother Mary and appears to have remained
there beyond her mother’s passing. Rebecca Carpenter is recorded on the 1935 electoral roll record
as living at ‘Currambene Creek, Huskisson’133
Just as there is little documentary evidence to illustrate Rebecca’s life, there is little to illuminate the
end of it. She passed away, aged 90 years, at St Georges Basin on the 4 th February 1935. Her death
certificate notes the cause of death to be “senile decay” and that a coronial inquest was dispensed
with. She was buried the following day, at “Huskisson Cemetery” by Nowra undertaker R.H. Benny. A
burial service was given by H. Conolly of “Church of Christ” religion.134
Again, the exact location of ‘Huskisson Cemetery’ is ambiguous as there was no official cemetery in
the town. It is possible that it refers to the burial ground near Bilong, which is has been an established
place of internment for the local Aboriginal community; including, at least, her mother and nephew.135
In the absence of further substantiating source material, the location of Rebecca Golding’s burial place
is not able to be determined.

132

SLNSW: Department of Lands, Plan of the town of Huskisson: Parish of Curranbene, county of St. Vincent N.S.W. 1868,
Government Printing Office, ML Call No. Town map - Huskisson (1868), ID 74Vv82JRG27O; LRS: CP 486-1984; NSW
Government Gazette, 4 February 1876 (Issue No.380), p.510
133
Ancestry.com.au: AEC, Australia Electoral Rolls 1903-1980, NSW/1935/Eden Monaro/Nowra
134
NSWBDM: Death Certificate of Rebecca Golding, 4 February 1935, Registration number 1613/1935
135
NSWBDM: Death Certificate of Mary Golding, 25 February 1928, Registration number 4225/1928; Jervis Bay Maritime
Museum Blog: ‘Young Thomas Speechley’, 14 November 2017, web
http://jervisbaymaritimemuseum.blogspot.com/2017/11/young-thomas-speechley.html
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4.5.6

Summary of Burial Discussion

Drawing together the available historical information this section considers the following questions.
•

Was there ever a sanctioned burial ground associated with the former Anglican Church at
Huskisson, also known as the Union Church?

•

Are there likely to be burials at the site of the Huskisson Holy Trinity Church (specifically on
Lots 7 and 8)? and if so,

•

How many are likely and whose burials are they?

•

Where are the likely to be on the property?

There has been community speculation led by the Huskisson Heritage Association Inc., (see Table 4-1
List of people claimed to have been buried at the site and the outcome of investigationsthat there are
numerous individuals buried on the subject land. This seems to be based on an assumption that the
property once had a cemetery approved and attached that was later revoked; and /or was likely to have
operated as an unofficial community burial ground servicing the town for many years. The latter
assumption has perhaps been reinforced by the GBA report136 which made several assumptions that
we know to be untrue such as it is likely that the Church of England was granted land here because it
was associated with an existing burial ground and ...it may be that this graveyard was in use after the
establishment of the township and was occasionally used during the many years when the Jervis Bay
area was largely dormant. The correspondence between the surveyor Dale and the Surveyor General
in 1875 make it clear that neither of these assumptions is correct. Motivation for the allocation of land
for a church and parsonage was not based on knowledge of a pre -existing burial ground and
furthermore a burial ground within the township was not permitted by the authorities on health grounds.
We now know that at the time that Surveyor Dale first surveyed the allotments there was a grave that
he observed on Lot 9 which is why he stepped outside his brief to suggest on his map that Lot 9 be set
aside as a church cemetery. This recommendation was not accepted and rather than redraw the map
it was merely edited by crossing out the proposal and the land marked ‘for future public use’. The date
fits with the report in a 1912 newspaper report of a burial of an unknown sailor (some 42 years prior)
however if this is the case it also highlights the problems inherent in relying on newspaper reports as
this location is not ‘behind the union church’ which did not exist at this time but was built much later.
While the GBA report suggests that this could be rationalised by assuming that the Union Church once
occupied the general location of the current church (which would mean it had been moved twice) there
is no documentary evidence of this. The only documented location known for that building was in the
northern part of Lot 7 until it was moved south many decades later to make room for the current rectory.
4.5.6.2 Are there likely to be graves?
We now know that there was one grave on Lot 9 prior to the subject land (Lots 7 and 8) being surveyed
and allocated to the church and parsonage. This grave was noted by Surveyor Dale and reported to
the Surveyor General in his correspondence. This grave is possibly the one referred to as the unknown
sailor buried 42 years prior to Niclasson (i.e around 1870) although this is unconfirmed.
For each of the individuals claimed by the Huskisson Heritage Association Inc to have been buried on
the subject land we have considered the available death certificates and less reliable historical
information such as contemporary news reports where available.
Of all of those listed, most are unequivocally buried elsewhere. The place of burial for only two (William
Dent and Carl Niclasson) is listed simply as ‘Huskisson NSW” which is vague enough to possibly refer
to the subject land although noting that there was no official cemetery at Huskisson. As regards the

136

GBA December 18 p15
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grave of Carl Niclasson, there is also a contemporary news report that specifies “at the rear of the
Union Church” which would suggest that the grave was in the north-western section of Lot 7 or northeastern part of Lot 8. However, that same report says alongside the grave of a sailor buried some 42
years before and if that is the same grave as noted by Dale then Niclasson is also on Lot 9 and the
newspaper’s reference to ‘behind the union church must be taken to be inaccurate. The GBA report
speculates that because of the anomalies in the reports it is most likely that the graves occur in the
area behind the current church location and that the old Union Church must once have been located
there. However, there is no documentary evidence that the old church was moved twice, so this seems
to be unfounded speculation.
If Niclasson’s grave was behind the Union Church, it is possible that it is underneath the extended
current parsonage, but the Hunter Geophysics survey did identify 2 grave sized anomalies in Lot 8
(although these are on a North-South alignment rather than the standard East -West alignment of
Christian graves.

•

The unknown sailor is the grave found by surveyor Dale in 1875, in which case the 1912
newspaper is incorrect, and it was in Lot 9 and not behind the Union Church. Carl
Niclasson’s grave is not ‘alongside it’ but behind the Union Church; or

•

The unknown sailor is the grave found by surveyor Dale in 1875 in Lot 9 and the newspaper
was correct that Carl Niclasson’s grave is alongside it in Lot 9. In which case the 1912
newspaper is incorrect about the location being ‘behind the Union Church’. This would mean
that there are no confirmed graves on Lot 7 or 8; or

•

The unknown sailor is the grave found by surveyor Dale, but it was not in Lot 9 but rather
either side of the boundary between Lots 7 and 8 and alongside where Carl Niclasson was
buried behind the Union Church. This option is extremely unlikely since Dale was a surveyor
and can reasonably be expected to know which Lot he was in when he found the grave; or
the final possible interpretation of the data, which is

•

The grave found by surveyor Dale in Lot 9 was not that of the unknown sailor but another
unrelated grave. The unknown sailor’s grave referred to in the 1912 report as having dated
to 1870 was located in near the border of Lots 7 and 8, in a location that many years later
could be referred to as ‘behind the Union church’ and alongside Niclasson’s. This would
mean that surveyor Dale missed seeing this grave when he surveyed the property. While this
is possible it is unlikely. Given the relatively small area and what would have been the
relative recent ground disturbance (max 5 years since burial) and the fact that it was close to
the boundary between two Lots he was surveying, one would expect the surveyor to have
noted it.

The place of burial for a third person, Rebecca Golding is officially recorded on her Death Certificate
as “Huskisson Cemetery” again despite the fact that there was no legal cemetery. This may relate to
the subject land, if the person recording the death considered that the church grounds constituted a
‘cemetery’ although given the legal notification it would have been more accurate to note ‘Church yard’.
Given that Rebecca Goulding lived at Bilong at the time of her death, and that her mother and siblings
were all buried at the well-known although ungazetted Aboriginal burial ground at Currambene creek
it would seem more likely that the reference ‘cemetery’ was to the Aboriginal burial ground. However,
at best, the information remains ambiguous.
Unfortunately, there is no death certificate for King Budd Billy/Jimmy Golding. There are two anecdotal
reports mentioning his burial place from newspapers; one from approximately a month after his death
although reported by someone who did not attend (see 4.5.2) which references the churchyard and
another from the time of his wife’s death which references the Currambene Creek burial ground. These
references render the location of his burial site ambiguous. It should be noted that burial at Currambene
Creek burial ground did not preclude a ‘Christian burial’ performed by a minister, of which there have
been several.
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4.5.6.3 How many are likely and whose burials are they?
It follows from the discussion above that the most likely number of graves on the subject land is one
(Carl Niclasson), with another now known to be located on Jerrinja land Lot 9 (possibly the un-named
sailor).
The unlikely but maximum number of graves which can be expected, taking into account all
ambiguities, appears to be five. These are Carl Niclasson, possibly Jimmy Golding/ King Budd Billy,
possibly but even less likely Rebecca Golding, possibly but unlikely William Dent, and possibly the unnamed sailor.
4.5.6.4 Where are they likely to be on the property?
This question is impossible to answer with any confidence from the documentary evidence. The most
detailed information is that a grave is located somewhere in Lot 9 and Carl Niclasson was buried
‘behind the Union Church’ which we suggest means he is possibly buried towards the northwest edge
of Lot 7, or the eastern end of Lot 8, or under the extension of the current rectory.

Buried

Name

Place of burial

Burial location
on subject land

Notes

1865

John House

Currambene

No

Death Certificate reg
# 5906/1865

1865

Arthur Steel

Jervis Bay

No

Death Certificate reg
# 5917/1865

c1870

Unnamed Sailor/
Anecdotal
mention

Only reference is
anecdotal from 42 years
later when Niclasson
was buried ‘…at the
rear of the union church
at Huskisson...’

Unlikely

Anecdotal ‘Rear of
original church’
however this death
was at least 35 years
before any church
existed.
No death certificate.
No direct evidence of
gave unless it is the
grave referred to by
the surveyor Dale in
1875 in which case
the grave is not
behind the union
church but on Lot 9.

1873

137

John Lucy

‘Currambene’

No

Death Certificate reg
# 6774/1873

These names are listed as the “Current HHA list of burials in the Holy Trinity Churchyard and Burial Ground at Huskisson”

https://huskissonheritage.com.au/the-site/ retrieved 19/10/2021
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Table 4-1 List of people claimed to have been buried at the site and the outcome of
investigations137

Buried

Name

Place of burial

Burial location
on subject land

Notes

1884

Edward Will
Honor

Jervis Bay

No

Death Certificate reg
# 13360/1884

1885

Florence Bailey

Jervis Bay

No

Death Certificate reg
#14337/1885

1892

Robert Johnson

Tapalla Point,
Huskisson

No

Headstone &
geolocated see
Figure 4-13

1899

William Dent

‘Huskisson NSWales’

Possible but
could be on
family property.

Death Certificate reg
#10339/1899

1904

Thomas
Speechley

Bilong, Currambene
Creek (now-Myola)

No

Headstone &
Geolocated -see
Figure 4-15

1905

King Budd Billy II
/ Jimmy Golding

“had a Christian burial,
with a minister, in the
churchyard” = possibly
Union Church
Huskisson

Unknown

Neither location has
been able to be
confirmed.

Possible more
likely
Currambene
Creek

OR
By the side of her Royal
Consort she [Mary
Golding] was reverently
laid’ at the “Aborigines
Burying Ground
Currambene Creek near
Huskisson”
1905

Mickey Bell

Currambene Creek

No

Death Certificate reg
# 6134/1905

1906

(Madeline) Doris
Dent

Nowra Cemetery

No

Death Certificate reg
#9860/1906

No

Death Certificate reg
# 14960/1907

‘Church of England
Portion Public Cemetery
Nowra’
1907

Mary Anne
Coulon
(Cameron)

‘Church of England
Portion Public Cemetery
Nowra’
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Buried

Name

Place of burial

Burial location
on subject land

Notes

1912

Carl Niclasson

…at the rear of the
union church at
Huskisson, alongside
the grave of a sailor
interred there some 42
years ago138.

Yes

Based on original
position of Union
Church, northwestern section of Lot
7 or north-eastern
part of Lot 8

‘Huskisson NSWales’

1913

James Dan

‘Currambene Creek
Graveyard, Huskisson’

No

Death Certificate reg
# 1913/17066

1918

Edward Cooper

Crown land
Currambene Creek
Huskisson

No

Death Certificate reg
#11277/1918

1926

Adam McLean

Was living at Forbes
NSW at time of death,
buried in the New
Presbyterian Portion,
Sec. 2, Lot 10 at Forbes
Cemetery

No

Headstone &
Geolocated139
Shoalhaven
Telegraph
Wednesday 26th
1926 p5

1928

Mary Golding

‘Aborigines Burying
Ground Currambene
Creek near Huskisson’

No

Death Certificate reg
#4225/1928

1935

Rebecca Golding

‘Huskisson Cemetery’

Possibly, but
possibly
Currambene
Creek

Death certificate
#1613

138

Ref News report

139

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/152945962/allan-mclean
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4.6 Timeline
The subject area is located in the town of Huskisson, within the Parish of Currambene, County of St.
Vincent. The following timeline outlines key dates and events in relation to the historical development
of Huskisson and the subject area:
Table 4-2 Historical timeline highlighting key dates in the development and use of the subject
area.
Date

Event

c.1870

Burial of unknown seaman somewhere in the vicinity. Possibly the grave
noted by Survey dale on what is now Lot 9 or another grave on the northwestern part of Lot 7 at the rear of the union church at Huskisson...’

1875

A surveyor is instructed to survey 2 lots in section 3; one for a future
parsonage and one for a future church. (Lots 7 and 8) trustee

1877

1885

Two parcels of land on the southern side of Huskisson, consisting of
Allotment 8, Section 3 (facing Currambene Street) and Allotment 7, Section
3 (facing Hawke St), were transferred to trustees for the Church of England,
Huskisson.
20 March

Huskisson proclaimed a town

c.1905

A small timber union church was erected (apparently) on Lot 7. Figure 4-10
shows this small building set against a heavily wooded backdrop.

1931

Erection of a new Anglican church (the Holy Trinity Church) at the southern
end of Lot 7. Main gate on Hawke Street (see Figure 4-18)

1938

A large number of trees were planted by parishioners to mark the 3rd
anniversary of the consecration of the church.

1940s

The original, heavily deteriorated, timber shingle roof was replaced by a
galvanised roof. It is believed that the roofing shingles had not been
properly seasoned before they were installed.

Unknown between 1905 Referring to the 1961 aerial (see Figure 4-20) it is clear that the original
and 1961
church was extended from the small church circa 1905 (see Figure 4-17).
1979

The original church building was relocated further south on Lot 7, towards
the 1931 church.
Modifications made to the original building including a large addition to the
west, doubling the length of the original building, a further addition to the
west for a kitchen, an addition to the east for additional hall space, and an
external toilet block to the west. At this stage, the Hall was not fitted with
a verandah.

1980

A new, free standing, single storey, face brick cottage was erected at the
northern end of Lot 7 as a rectory.

c.1994

works undertaken for a car park to the west of the 1930s church. Two
rectangular shaped soil disturbances were identified, which were
interpreted as possible grave sites140

Late 20th century

The small entry porch at the western end of the 1931 church building was
replaced with a much larger porch. This porch is now accessed by an
external ramp system for the mobility impaired.

140

GBA 2018 p15 anecdotal report
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Surveyor Dale suggests land be set aside for a cemetery (Lot 9) but this
suggestion is rejected due to health reasons.
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Date

Event

c.2005-2006

Addition of garage to rectory

Early 21st century

Addition of large verandah to the former church building (hall)

Early 21st century

A large single storey prefabricated meeting room building was erected to
the west of the main Hall.

2014

Numbers at 10am family service had outgrown the capacity of the available
buildings and church services were moved to rented premises at Vincentia
Primary School.

31 January 2017

Lot 9 transferred to Jerrinja Local Aboriginal Land Council following a
successful Aboriginal Land Claim (Claim No.40448).

September 2019

Church hall and meeting rooms demolished, and several trees removed Lot
7

Pictorial timeline

The following series of photos record the changes to the subject land over time from 1875-2010. The
Crown Plan from 1875 notes that part of the site (i.e Lot 9) was excluded from the land allocated to the
church. Figure 4-16 shows the detail from that plan with labels 'Church' (Allotment 7), 'Parsonage'
(Allotment 8), and 'Burial Ground', crossed out with later annotation 'Cancelled by memo on papers'
(Allotment 9). Documentary evidence associated with this plan (see Section 4.3) unequivocally proves
that there was never an allocation for a burial ground on Lot 9.

Figure 4-16 Detail from 'Plan of allotments 7 to 9 Section III in Town of Huskisson Parish of
Currambene', 14 June 1875 (Crown Plan).
Figure 4-10 is an undated photo of the church, possibly from the early 1900s, probably taken from
Hawke Street with the photographer facing west southwest. Vegetation in Allotment 8 is visible in the
background behind the church.
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Figure 4-17 Undated photograph possible early 1900s of the then church, Huskisson
(reproduced from GBA Heritage 2018:9).
Figure 4-18 is a photo taken in 1931 at the laying of the foundation stone for the current church. The
original church building is still visible in the background in the north of Lot 7. A couple of isolated trees
can be seen in the vicinity; however, most of the vegetation has been cleared from this area.

Figure 4-18 Laying the foundation stone of the 1931 Anglican Church in Huskisson
(reproduced from GBA Heritage 2018:11).
In Figure 4-15 which was taken in 1957, the original church building, and 1931 church building are on
Lot 8. Lots 7 and 9 are characterised by remnant open forest with a path through it.
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Figure 4-19 1957 oblique aerial photograph of Huskisson 141 (note damage to the photo in mid
bottom of image)
Figure 4-20 is an oblique angle aerial from the diagonally opposite corner of the subject land to that in
the preceding photo. It provides a view of the cleared lands around the church. There is no visible
grave like features. However, if one zooms in on the old church/ church hall there is something visible,
although it is not possible to determine what the features are, they appear as two rectangular features,
angled NNE-SSW (see Figure 4-21). They are unlikely to be graves as not only do they not follow the
expected east-west alignment and are not situated side by side, they also appear to have substantial
height which would imply some type of funerary monument such as a raised concrete
superstructure/cover and headstones and one would assume that if the graves had such monuments
they would have still be visible on the current surface. Although scale of small items on an oblique
angled photo is difficult to assess with accuracy, they also appear too long to be graves.

Huskisson Heritage Association Inc: ‘Historic Aerial Photos of Huskisson’, 1957, web, accessed 21 April 2021.
https://huskissonheritage.com.au/historic-photos-of-huskisson/.
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Figure 4-20 1961 oblique aerial photograph of Huskisson 142

Figure 4-21 Extracted, magnified section of the 1961 image above. Two rectangular features
(circled) can be seen behind the old church /church hall at the top of the photo.

142

Ibid, 1961
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Figure 4-22 1961 aerial image, showing the subject land outlined in red.
The 1967 map of the town of Huskisson (see Figure 4-23) continues to record in the notations 'Church
of England. Dedd. 4th February, 1876' (Allotment 7), 'Parsonage Dedd. 4th February, 1876' (Allotment
8), and 'Reserve for Public Buildings' (Allotment 9).

Figure 4-23 Detail from 1967 map of the 'Town of Huskisson and adjoining lands', 2nd Ed.
Sheet 1 (NSW Land Registry Services, Historical Lands Records Viewer, File: 10331001.jp2)
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Figure 4-22 is another aerial dated to 1961 albeit of lower resolution, showing the location of the
1931 church building can be seen in relation to the original church building.
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Figure 4-24 1979 aerial imagery
By 1987 (Figure 4-25), the original church building has been moved to the south and the rectory has
been constructed and this configuration remains in the 1993 aerial (Figure 4-26).

Figure 4-25 1987 aerial imagery
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The aerial photograph from 1979 Figure 4-24 shows the former church building still in its original
location in the north of Lot 7.

Figure 4-26 1993 aerial imagery
By the time that the 2010 aerial (Figure 4-27) was taken new structures including a meeting room, a
shed adjoining the rectory (to the west) and car port (south) have been added.

Figure 4-27 2010 aerial imagery showing the location of the former Anglican Church and
rectory, and church hall and meeting room (now demolished)
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.
Figure 4-28 Wooden crosses in vicinity of 1931 church building.144 Note the crosses in the top
image are not positioned at the ‘head’ (short end) of the visible mounds in the bottom photo.
Rather they appear positioned in the middle of one of long ends, which suggests they may
have been added later that the mounds were formed. This location is in Lot 9 not the subject
land.

143

See Figure 5-8 orange anomaly identified as suspected grave mound by Hunter Geophysics and grave by GBA

Huskisson Heritage Association Inc: ‘Burial Grounds’ n.d. web, accessed 21 April 2021.
https://huskissonheritage.com.au/the-site/.
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An undated, anonymous photo is provided by the Huskisson Heritage Association on their website
(Figure 4-28 top right). Taken from near the boundary of Lots 7 and 9, looking towards Bowen Street
and facing southeast, the edge of the roof of the current church is just visible far left of frame. The date
attributed to the photos is c1980. There is also a handwritten note on the website dated 1994 which
refers to the location of two graves. On the 3 April 2021 NOHC recaptured this view in the image below
(see Figure 4-28 bottom - within yellow boundary and two grave-like mounds are still faintly visible.
Using the measurement on the hand drawn plan places these possible graves in Lot 9, outside the
subject land and within the land owned by Jerrinja LALC. One of these corresponds to the anomaly
identified as a possible grave mound by two of the GPR surveys 143 previously undertaken while the
other was not identified in any of the GPR surveys.
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5. PREVIOUS HERITAGE, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND GPR
INVESTIGATIONS
The following subsections present information relevant to potential historical archaeology at the former
Huskisson Anglican Church and cemetery. To explore this potential, a range of reports are explored to
highlight the presence and preservation of archaeological materials and burials. Few historical
archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the region as focus has been on Aboriginal
heritage. Each report is addressed below includes information on historical archaeological in the
Huskisson area, local historical graves (both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal), any report addressing the
archaeological potential in the subject area, and then the results of the Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR) surveys.

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey report 31/3/2021 (Hunter Geophysics)

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey report 13/4/2015 (GBG Australia)

•

Heritage Assessment 17 Hawke St, Huskisson (GBA Heritage 2018)

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey report 11/2018 (Peter Ellsmore & Associates)

•

Heritage Management Strategy 12/8/2018 (GBA Heritage)

•

Heritage Assessment 12/2018 (GBA Heritage)

•

Aboriginal Due Diligence Assessment report 12/2018 (Sue Feary)

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey Map 18/4/19 (GBG Australia)

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey report 30/4/19 (GBG Australia)

•

Ground Penetrating Radar Survey report 1/10/19 (GBG Australia)

•

Heritage NSW Letter - Opinion on scarred tree 8/10/19

•

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment 23/4/2020 (Onsite Cultural Heritage
Management)

The following review will not address all reports listed above but instead focuses on those which contain
information on the subsurface archaeological potential of the site. Information on the surrounding
environments and general geology of the area can be attained in the ACHAR produced by NOHC
(2021) for the study area.

5.1 Huskisson archaeological assessments
Few historical archaeological reports have been identified in the Huskisson area. Only a single
excavation report within the Huskisson town area was identified in this review. The archaeological
monitoring project at Lot 20 Tomerong Street Huskisson, New South Wales by Dominic Steele
Consulting Archaeology (DSCA 1999) aimed to investigate possible archaeologically sensitive areas
associated with the historical landscaping conducted by the Dent family, owners of the Stromness
Guesthouse. The nearby former Jetty was also identified as valuable but not explored in the
archaeological monitoring.
The Stromness Guesthouse was built around 1915 on the northern tip of the town, adjacent to
Currambene Creek, and burnt down in 1984. The site was impacted through various phases of site
use, and much of the historical archaeology was disturbed from the removal of the burnt building rubble
(post-fire) and instillation of utilities infrastructure. Limited materials were visible above ground
including a masonry plinth and building materials along the creek beds. Sewage infrastructure was
installed through the property where bulbs and other fill were unearthed.
Lot 20 is located on a two acre block adjacent to the tidal Currambene Creek. From the southern
boundary the site slopes north and declines ten-meter in elevation. In the northern region of the site,
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The following reports have been developed to assess the heritage values of the subject area:
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approximately 40 meters from the creek line, a two-meter sloping terrace ran east to west, segmented
by steps running north to south through the terrace. Known garden beds, and possible garden beds
were situated on the site, and it was proposed that mounded features and the terrace were a product
of historical landscaping by the Dent family.

Excavation of the site explored natural and archaeologically modified soil profiles. No culturally
modified soil structures were identified related to the ‘Stromness period’ however a portion of the
sewage pipe structure was exposed during excavations (Figure 5-1). The natural soil profile consisted
of humic dark-brown loam topsoil followed by orange-yellow basal clay C horizon. Underlying this
profile was a sandstone bedrock. Despite change in elevation across the block, the natural soil profile
was consistent but variation in topsoil changed and increased downslope. Topsoil across the site varied
between 300mm and 1200mm. The terrace observed in the northern portion of the site was not a
modified landscape feature, as indicated by shallow loam topsoil mixed with alluvium overlying the
sandstone bedrock. Instead, it was observed to be a natural topographic feature associated with the
creek system. No archaeological materials or bulbs were retrieved from the subsurface testing.
Being situated next to the creek and on a slope, the landscape of Lot 20 Tomerong is different to the
current study area. Although soil profiles are likely to vary, it is possible that the study area comprises
a similar soil profile with a shallower humic topsoil based on the consistency and patterns in soil profiles
across the Lot 20 Tomerong site, and proximity of the study area to the bay.

Figure 5-1 Northern section of TT8 with natural soil profile on the left and disturbance from sewerage
pipe on the right.
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A range of features were likely subsurface. Postholes from the former structure were likely present
however as graphic and photographic materials were available, excavation of these were deemed to
provide insignificant information. Residential structures and features were present on site not
associated with the ‘Stromness period’, these were considered low significance. Early Twentieth
Century historical landscaping and garden features (earthworks and plants) associated with the Dent
family were assessed as valuable. The aim of the subsurface testing was to confirm the presence of
the landscaping structures, retrieve historical bulbs for replanting, and identify the provenance of any
historical materials.
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5.2 Archaeology at Bilong
Bilong, a permanent historical Aboriginal camp, was established around 1895 to 1900 and was located
on the northern side of Currambene Creek north of Myola Village. Evidence suggests the presence of
Aboriginal camps prior to this date, likely fringe camps associated with early European settlement 145.
Oral histories suggest that Bilong was used until the mid-1920’s and possibly up into the 1940s 146. The
historic camp was located on ‘level ground adjacent to the creek’ and comprised ‘10-15 Aboriginal
cottages on the site made from timber from the local sawmill (possibly at Huskisson) with bark roofs147’.
Features of the camp, then visible, included remnants of a narrow jetty and base of a small wharf 148.

The burial ground recorded as a 100 metre by 100 metre area located on the northern banks of
Currambene Creek, approximately one kilometre north of Myola. No formal burial ground has been
identified and the only grave marker is that of a young Aboriginal child, Thomas Speechley who died
in 1904 on the Beecroft peninsular during a Naval artillery exercise. The Navy provided the headstone
for his grave which is listed on the Shoalhaven Local Environmental Plan (Figure 4-15). It is likely that
there are other burials in the areas as Aboriginal knowledge holders also tell of a burial ground, not
associated with Thomas Speechley’s grave, that contains ancestral remains (Navin 1991). Ancestral
remains were also identified under a house near Myola150 .
It is understood that many unmarked, or previously marked, graves are located in the Bilong / Myola
area. It is told Queen Rosie (wife to James Goulding/King Budd Billy), Granny Goulding and Aunty
Peggy are buried near Thomas Speechley151 whilst other Jerringa / Wreck Bay ancestors were buried
upstream. Informants have advised that the following ancestral burials are located upstream from
Thomas Speechley and away from the creek banks: Hannah and Rick Ardler152, and members of the
Bundle, Carriage, Penrith, and Carpenter families153. Twelve burials along Currambene Creek have
been identified by an informant, some interred in the 1930s 154. The informant also reported a burial in
the area, possibly a member of the Carberry family, was shown to him he described it as a burial plot
delineated by bottles that had been buried neck first. Again, the location of this burial plot is unknown,
however it is said to be on higher ground, away from the creek, and in the area of the old sawmill.
Archaeological investigations and desktop studies have been carried out on the northern side of
Currambene Creek associated with Bilong. Most of the investigations only involved surveys, with the
only subsurface investigation carried out by Navin155 (1991). In the same study, across the northern
banks of Currambene Creek scarred trees, artefact scatters, and a site complex were identified. The
site complex included middens, a historic aboriginal campsite (Carpenter’s campsite), historic

145

Egloff 1981
Navin 1991
147 Cane 1987 p43
148 NOHC 1990
149 Navin Officer Heritage Consultants (NOHC). 1997. ‘Preliminary Overview Route Selection Study Currambene Creek
146

Crossing Jervis Bay, NSW’. Preliminary Overview. Navin Officer Heritage Consultants. Jervis Bay, NSW: Connell Wagner Pty
Ltd.
150 Navin 1991
151 Dick Henry pers comm cited in Navin 1991
152 Elaine Sturgeon pers comm cited in Navin 1991
153 Jerringa Knowledge Holders pers comm cited in Navin 1991
154 Dick Henry pers comm cited in Navin 1991
155 Navin 1991
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Bilong / Myola is a registered AHIMS site (#58-2-0256) recorded as a burial ground, open campsite
and open midden. A discontinuous midden extends 2 kilometres along the creek shore, 100 metres in
width, and connects the burial ground with a historic campsite. This campsite is recorded as a 200
metre by 500 metre area used between the 1900’s and 1920’s. In a feasibility study of the area the
locally elevated ground immediately adjacent to the Currambene Creek has been assessed as having
high archaeological potential149.
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European artefacts (glass, crockery, clay pipe, machinery), and a possible burial site approximately
450 metres north of the Speechly grave and burial ground.
The aforementioned subsurface investigation of the area was approached using spade probes. Soil
profiles were consistent across the soil probes with a dark brown sandy loam at the surface that
gradually transitions to a dark crumble loam with increasing compact brown, grey soil, and then to a
mottled brown and grey loamy clay. Towards the creek banks, the soil profiles were similar to those
across the area, with an increasing portion of the upper loam and soil horizons as elevations
decreased.

Other historical sites on Currambene Creek have been identified during a survey to assess the cultural
heritage of a proposed creek crossing156. The number of historical investigations in this area is limited
as also observed for the broader Huskisson region. On the northern banks of Currambene Creek three
built features were identified: the remnants of a small wooden bridge over a narrow artificial drainage
channel, the remains of a 20th century concrete weir, and the remains of a 19th century stone and
rubble weir157. Archaeological materials were not observed in other investigations at the southern end
of Myola village, however these only involved monitoring of few boreholes and drilling sites 158.
Archaeological monitoring was required at the southern end of the village of Myola on a project that
involved directional drilling to lay a sewage pipeline. The soils consisted sterile light grey sands. No
Aboriginal or historical relics or other archaeological materials were identified in the ground survey or
monitoring program159. Similarly, no Aboriginal or European sites were identified during later surveys
conducted around the Myola area160.

156

NOHC. 1998. ‘Archaeological Assessment of a Proposed Cycleway Collingwood Beach, Vincentia, NSW’. Maunsell Pty Ltd.
NOHC 1998 op cit.,
158 NOHC. 2000. ‘Moona Moona Creek Reclaimed Water Pipeline Crossing, Huskisson, NSW: Archaeological Assessment’.
157

Connell Wagner Pty Ltd on behalf of Shoalhaven City Council and the Department of Land and Water Conservation. NOHC.
2004. ‘Proposed 11kV Underground Cable from Myola to Woolamia, South Coast NSW: Cultural Heritage Assessment’. Integral
Energy.
159 NOHC 2000 op cit.,
160 NOHC 2004 op cit.,
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Both Aboriginal and European artefacts were recovered in the spade probes. Lithic artefacts were
recorded close to the creek banks but not in spade probes located more than 100 metres away from
the banks. The few European artefacts included small fragments of broken glass in the top 15cm of
two spade probes. Some of this glass is possible nineteenth century and is likely associated with the
historic campsite.
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5.3 Past assessments within the subject area (non GPR)
The following reports address the archaeological potential in the subject area. Feary161 previously
concluded that there is low potential for Aboriginal objects at this site and the GBA Heritage162
assessment concluded that the “Anglican Church property in Huskisson, including the 1930’s church
and churchyard does not meet the threshold for listing in the Shoalhaven LEP or in the State Heritage
Register”.
5.3.1

GBA heritage (2018), Heritage Assessment :17 Hawke St, Huskisson

This assessment was commissioned by Bartlett and Associates Pty Ltd in response to a proposed
imposition of an Interim Heritage Order on the property. The objective of this report was to assess the
heritage value of the property and structures and that is peripheral to the current investigation. While
the report focus was not on the question of whether graves were present or not and it specifically
excluded archaeological assessment; nevertheless, it did make several statements regarding the
likelihood of graves, and these are discussed below.
The author of the report speculates on the annotation on Lot 9 of the words ‘Burial Ground’ on the 1875
plan as have others, speculating that:
This demonstrates that an unofficial graveyard almost certainly existed there by that time and
that the church was probably granted land here to be next to it. (GBA 2018:7)
However, our research has proven that this speculation is misguided (see Section 4) and the allocation
of the land for future church and parsonage had nothing to do with a burial ground.
The report also assumes that the original small gabled church was located on or near the locations of
the current Church building163 and was moved twice. Once to the northern part of Lot 7 to allow for the
construction of the 1931 church, and again in 1979 to allow for the construction of the rectory. The
assumption that the original church was built on the southern part of Lot 7 comes not from documentary

161 Feary, S, 2018. ‘Proposed Sale and Redevelopment of Anglican Church Grounds, Huskisson. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Due Diligence Assessment’. Bartlett and Associates Pty Ltd.
162 GBA Heritage 2018 p27
163 GBA 2018:7
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Figure 5-2 Grave of Thomas Speechely at Bilong (Navin 1991:68)
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evidence but from the acceptance by the author that the anomalies identified to the west of the current
church in the 2015 GPR survey164 are true burials and that at least one of them is Carl Niclasson 165.
The contemporary newspaper article noting that Niclasson was buried at the rear of the Union Church
is then used to conclude that the church was once at this location. While there is independent archival
evidence of the location of the original church on the northern part of the property in the 1930s (see
Figure 4-12) no evidence was cited and so far, none has been found to support an even earlier location
at the southern end of the site. No reason was proffered in the GBA report as to why this speculated
earlier move would have occurred.

Cemetery design and the burial of the dead are bound by regulations, religious and cultural
values. The government established the majority of cemeteries in New South Wales through
a grant of crown land. A surveyor mapped and laid out the cemetery after the government
approved a request for a burial ground, or when a new town was being planned. After the land
was set aside, trustees were appointed, the cemetery was fenced, cleared and made ready
for burials, and regulations, fees and charges were gazetted. The cemetery was subsequently
consecrated; although there were no hard and fast rules about when this might take place.
Many parishes waited years for a visit from the church hierarchy. The dead, however, did not
wait and burials occurred as soon as the cemetery was ready. The same basic process was
followed for denominational burial grounds donated by individual parishioners, but with less
official intervention.166
Although the GBA report notes that there is no record of the consecration of cemetery and that ‘if there
were more burials on the site then there would be published references to them’167 it makes a
fundamental mistake in interpreting the notations on the 1875 crown plan and claims that the
government ‘considered but did not officially locate a graveyard here’ and assumes that an existing
burial ground was the impetus for the allocation of land to the church. New evidence discussed in
Section 4.3 reveals that the government never considered locating a burial ground in the township of
Huskisson and the annotation burial ground on the crown plan arose because the surveyor surveyed
it in contrary to his brief as a suggestion which was unequivocally refused.
5.3.2

On Site Cultural Heritage Management (2020) Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
Archaeological Assessment

A previous archaeological assessment in the subject area (Lot 7) was conducted by On Site Cultural
Heritage Management (OSCHM) who was contracted by the Shoalhaven City Council (SCC) to explore
two anomalies identified in a prior GPR survey168. That GPR survey interpreted the anomalies as
possible burial sites although alternatively suggested they might be possible rubbish dumpsites.
Concerns were raised by the SCC that these possible dumpsites, which would be an unauthorised
activity under the Development Consent, impacted the archaeology and graves within the subject
area.
To address the concerns of the SCC, OSCHM was required to locate the anomalies (‘Dump site 1’ and
‘Dump site 2’), and examine the soil removed from any unauthorised excavations, and provide details
on disturbance, if any, of human remains and artefacts. A field survey was conducted and limited to
the areas around the two anomalies. Field excavation works were then undertaken to scrape the topsoil
back and expose any anomalies. These actions were undertaken under a Compliance Order

164 GBG Australia 2015
165 GBA 2018 p15
166 Murray, Lisa, 2016 Sydney cemeteries: A Field Guide p7-8 cited in GBA 2018 p15
167 GBA 2018p16
168 GBG Australia 2019, see below
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Th GBA report includes a quote from an authority on the history of NSW cemeteries to inform an
understanding of what it refers to as the Huskisson ‘graveyard’. It is repeated here because rather than
demonstrate the likelihood of a cemetery at the site, in fact it reinforces our finding that there was never
a cemetery at Huskisson.
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(ON2019/7343) issued by the SCC; no S139 Excavation Permit Exception Notification was sought from
the then Heritage Office of NSW.

•

Group 1: broken timber pieces and mid-late twentieth century ceramic tiles

•

Group 2: Broken timber and concrete rubble dating to mid-late twentieth century

•

Group 3: three in situ bricks possibly associated with the church hall which sat on brick piers
when it was moved here in the 1970s (Figure 5-3 D).

Materials identified through these investigations were not considered a relic under the NSW Heritage
Act 1977 based on the age, density and assessed significance of the materials. Maps of the scrapes
in the landscape, and plans identifying the material in the scrapes were not provided.

A) Scraping at Dump Site 1 to a depth
of 100mm (OSCHM, 2020)

B) Possible posthole at Dump site 1 at 100mm
below surface (OSCHM, 2020)

C) Scraping at Dump site 2 to a depth
of 100mm (OSCHM, 2020)

D) Possible brick footings of former hall at
150mm below surface in Dump site 2 (OSCHM,
2020)
Figure 5-3 images of the results of OSCHM 2020 subsurface investigations
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No dump sites or graves were identified through the excavations. Instead, features that likely linked to
the current and former buildings in the subject were unearthed. A solid light brown clay base was
exposed at 100 millimetres below surface at Dump site 1 (Figure 5-3 A). In the centre of the scrape
was a circular feature proposed to be the remnants of a post hole, 300 millimetres in diameter,
comprising broken wood and concrete building rubble ( Figure 5-3 B). The solid light brown clay was
exposed at 150 millimetres below the surface at Dump site 2 (Figure 5-3 C). Three groups of
archaeological materials were exposed in the scrape at Dump site 2, all approximately 300 millimetres
in diameter:
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5.3.3

Able Ecology (2019)

Figure 5-4 Soil profile provided by Able Ecology (2019)

5.4 Past GPR Surveys
Various non-destructive Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) surveys have been undertaken to assess
the presence of unmarked graves in the subject area. Ground-penetrating radar is a geophysical
method that uses radar pulses to image the subsurface. It is a non-intrusive method of surveying the
sub-surface. It is most often used to investigate underground utilities such as concrete, asphalt, metals,
pipes, cables or masonry.
There are a number of limitations with the technique including performance limitations in highconductivity materials such as clay soils and soils that are salt contaminated. Performance is also
limited by signal scattering in heterogeneous conditions (e.g. rocky soils). Hunter Geophysics noted
the presence of rabbit burrows and extensive tree root disturbance both of which can result in false
positive identifications as the result in readings that can be similar to graves.
Prior to the current investigation, three GPR surveys had been conducted across Lots 7,8, and 9
but had not comprehensively analysed the full extent of the subject area in a single assessment. During
these surveys, nine unmarked burials were identified to varying levels of confidence. To inform the
current investigation, Hunter Geophysics provided a new GPR survey to address the entirety of the
subject area. They state that it is important to note the following limitation with GPR surveys:
Geophysical techniques can only confirm the presence of a buried object/feature. They are
not capable of proving the absence of a particular buried object/feature. For example,

169

Able Ecology 2019:48
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This investigation addressed the ecological impact of the proposed development and documented the
results of a flora and fauna survey. Although not specifically addressing the archaeological potential or
heritage of the subject area, this report provides the only attempt at a soil assessment169. Using a hand
auger to 45 centimetres subsurface, the soil characteristics were investigated (i.e. colour, texture and
other visible features). Only an image of the soil profile was provided (see Figure 5-4) with no additional
details or location of the sample site. Limited information can be attained from this assessment, but it
is possible that the A1 topsoil horizon extends through the top 10 centimetres of the soil profile. Further
investigation is required to provide any reliable information on soil morphology.
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Hunter Geophysics can’t say with 100% certainty that an area in a cemetery is empty of
unmarked graves... No geophysicist can. (Hunter Geophysics 2021:4)
Similarly, while the anomalies identified as possible graves met certain criteria which was selected to
match the likely form of European burials the results cannot be conclusive as to the existence of graves.
In modern cemeteries burials are now usually marked by a small metal marker that is attached to the
coffin which ensures that the coffin can be accurately relocated. As this was not the practice in the past
criteria were adopted to identify anomalies that confirmed with the disturbance in the subsurface
landform caused by a burial. When a result is reported as ‘high confidence’ it means that the anomaly
is a close match with the criteria, conversely a low confidence result is one that does not match all of
the criteria but may match some. Unfortunately, not all of the studies specified the criteria they used.
The only way to ascertain for sure if graves are present is to excavate the anomalies.

Several anomalies have been excavated on the subject land (see Section 5.3.1) however none of
these have turned out to be graves. There is a less invasive method of test excavation than those that
have been conducted on the subject land in the past. This involves shallow surface scrapes to reveal
the natural soil surface by removing the humic layer. If graves are present, then the cut and fill outline
is revealed without damaging the grave itself.
The following subsections outline the outcomes of the GPR surveys that have been conducted within
the subject area to address the likelihood of unmarked graves. Figure 5-5 illustrates the areas covered
by GPR survey conducted between 2015 and 2019. From these surveys, nine possible burials were
identified.

Figure 5-5 Areas surveyed by GBG Australia (2015) and PEA (2018) marked in red, and additional works
conducted by GBG Australia (2019) are marked in green.

170

Hunter Geophysics 2021 p 3
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The results and interpretation of the geophysical surveys described herein should not be
considered an absolute representation of the underlying soil or archaeological features, but
instead as a hypothesis yet to be verified. Confirmation of geophysical interpretations is only
possible through careful (preferably archaeological) excavation.170
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5.4.1

GBG Australia 2015

In 2015 the first GPR survey was conducted by GBG Australia. An investigation was carried out in in
the western section of the church grounds along a series of longitudinal parallel profiles in
approximately a north-south direction; it was estimated that graves would lie on an east to west axis.
Using a 400 MHz centre-frequency antenna, information was collected at close line spacing, typically
at 0.25 metre intervals, to provide a higher degree of subsurface target resolution. Trees and other
obstacles hindered the survey. Seven possible unmarked graves were identified during this
investigation, represented by ‘higher amplitude rectangular responses approximately 2.0m long,
orientated in a predominately east-west direction’ 171. Depths of these possible graves vary marginally
and are located between 0.3 to 1.8 metres in depth. These graves are grouped together at the rear
(west) of the 1931 church towards Bowen Street. Six of the graves are clustered on Lot 7 and one is
located slightly to the west on Lot 9. All but one of the graves are aligned east to west with the other
diagonally to these (Figure 5-6).

•

An unknown sailor buried c. 1870.

•

Scandinavian sailor Carl Niclasson, buried 1912.

•

Aboriginal man Jimmy Goulding, buried 1904.

•

Unknown male timber worker, undated

•

Two little girls, unnamed and undated.

Since these GPR surveys have been completed several other named individuals have been put
forward by the community as being buried on the subject land (see Table 4-1).

171

GBG Australia, 2015. RE: Non-Destructive Subsurface Investigation Using Ground Penetrating Radar to Locate Unmarked
Grave Sites at The Huskisson Anglican Church Ground, Huskisson, New South Wales. Shoalhaven City Council. p6
172

GBA 2018 heritage assessment
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Based on oral histories and newspaper sources cited, it was suggested172 that the graves possibly
belong to the following persons:

Figure 5-6 Seven possible grave locations at 700mm 3D depth slice (GBG Australia, 2015)
5.4.2

Peter Ellsmore and Associates 2018

Peter Ellsmore and Associates Pty Ltd (PEA) was contracted in 2018 to investigate two additional
areas within the church ground to identify possible unmarked graves173. These included ‘the front grass
section between the Church and the Hall [Area 1], the area currently used as a carpark including the
section south of the shed / office [Area 1], and the region from the shed / office, west to Currumbene
Street [Area 2]’ (p.8). A grid system running east to west, and north to south was followed at 400
millimetre spacing with additional diagonal scans across the area. Obstacles including buildings,
containers / sheds, stockpiles, and trees hindered visibility. Anomalies in Area one likely reflects root
systems, former building footing and foundations, and some irrigation systems. Very few anomalies
were observed in Area 2 other than tree roots and evidence to suggest that this is a timbered area. No
possible unmarked graves were identified in this survey.

173

Peter Ellsmore & Associates Pty Ltd, 2018. Huskisson Anglican Church, Street Boundaries – Hawke, Bowen & Currambene

St’s, LOT 7 & 8 Section 3, D.P 758530: GPR Non-Destructive Testing. Steven Bartlett.
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Figure 5-7 Areas subject to GPR survey by Peter Ellsmore in 2018
5.4.3

GBG Australia 2019

To address the areas that could not be surveyed by PEA, GBG Australia174 was engaged to carry out
further surveys in 2019. The latter work used a 400 MHx antennae, a series of parallel longitudinal
profiles, at 0.5-metre intervals, and on an approximately north to south axis to record features up to
2.3 meters in depth across four areas (Figure 5-5). These four areas included:
•

the areas previously obstructed during the PEA (2018) survey;

•

backyard of the rectory;

•

driveway area between the rectory, church hall and metal building; and

•

area surrounding the church.

Across these areas, only three possible graves were identified surrounding the church: “The area
surrounding the church showed some evidence of one grave being present, and the possibility of
another two next to it” (p. 9). One grave was identified with a high level of confidence based on soil
surface depressions and a strong subsurface anomaly. The surrounding anomalies were identified as
possible graves with a low level of confidence as they did not correspond to surface depressions that
are typical of graves, and one was located near a tree root system. Other anomalies around the rectory
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GBG Australia 2019 Huskisson Anglican Church - GPR Investigation. Steve Bartlett of Bartlett & Associates Pty Limited.
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in the data were observed, however further investigation through church knowledge and excavations
on the 29th of April 2019 identified these as service infrastructure and an old tree stump.175
5.4.4

Hunter Geophysics for Navin Officer Heritage Consultants 2021

Navin Officer Heritage Consultants was engaged to investigate the likelihood of graves across the
subject land and assess the significance of any remains identified. A GPR survey was specified as one
of the tools to be used to investigate the site despite the previous studies. Hunter Geophysics was
engaged to conduct a GPR survey across the subject land including Lots 7, 8 and 9. Field work was
completed in late 2020 and the analysis completed in 2021. Ground penetrating radar data was
collected using a transmitting frequency of 250MHz. Each survey was staked out at 25 centimetre
intervals with data collected every 5-centimetres.

For adult graves, an anomaly must be no larger than 1.3m wide by 2.4m long (the standard
grave shaft dimensions in Victorian cemeteries is 0.65m x 2.1m, so this gives a little extra
buffer around a burial in case of cave-ins of the graveshaft wall during excavation). These
anomalies should start within the upper 50cm of the soil profile and should extend down at
least 1.2m deep, but confidence increases the closer the disturbance is to 1.7m deep (the
standard burial depth for a single person in one burial plot).
For infant graves, an anomaly would have to be larger than 50cm long by 40cm wide. These
anomalies should start within the upper 50cm of the soil profile and should extend down at
least 0.7m deep, but confidence increases the closer the disturbance is to at least 2.4m deep
(the standard burial depth)176.
Results of the Hunter Geophysics survey identified 58 anomalies which met the criteria selected as
representative of possible unmarked graves across the area. (Figure 5-8). An additional 15 anomalies
met some of the criteria and so were identified as possible unmarked graves. These are irregularly
shaped and therefore there was a lower correlation with the selected criteria. The anomalies were
aligned in all directions including some on an east-west axis, north-south axis and even or diagonally.
The anomalies were not clustered in a specific location and instead found across the subject area, Lot
9 and the area between the church and fences along Hawke and Bowen Streets. Some of the
anomalies picked up by the GPR surveys and identified as graves were located near trees and may
instead represent tree roots. No anomaly consistent with a grave was located in the mound located in
the southwest corner of the site, however the GPR consultant was unable to rule out the possibility
that one occurred there. Disturbance from rabbit burrows and tree roots were noted in the report as
types of disturbances that can present as anomalies similar to graves.
Other possible site features were identified during this survey including seven areas of soil disturbance,
two walking tracks, postholes/foundations, features associated with the buildings, possible utility
services, and several unidentified features (Figure 5-8). Trackways through the western section of the
site were clearly defined. Another track associated with a former cement pathway was identified along
the edge of the gravel driveway. Possible postholes associated with the original structure were
identified in the northwest corner of the gravel driveway, these are too small to be graves. Other
anomalies likely represent the former flagpole (see PEA 2018), foundations of a former structure,
remnants of shrubs, and buried utilities. These features should be considered in further investigations
and determinations of archaeological sensitivity.
Anomalies which are currently not identifiable as any feature were observed in the data. Four square
anomalies are located beneath the gravel driveway west of the church, the southern pair of these are

175

GBG 2019 p7
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Email from David Hunter (Hunter Geophysics) to Ngaire Richards (NOHC) dated Monday, 24 May 2021 11:26:50 AM outlining
criteria used.
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one metre deep and the northern pair 50 centimetres deep. An anomaly in the sand pit on Hawke
Street extends between ground surface to 1.2 meter deep. One anomaly in the carport was irregular
shaped and extended between 0.4 to 2.5 meters below ground surface. Although this is not typical of
a grave, the reinforcing bars within the cement may have interfered with results.
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Hunter Geophysics reports points out that there is no way of determining whether these anomalies are
in fact graves without subsurface testing.
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Figure 5-8 Results from the GPR survey conducted by Hunter Geophysics (2021:26) at the Former Anglican Church site in Huskisson. Purple units are
anomalies that met the criteria selected to match possible graves and light pink units represent anomalies that met some but not all of the criteria
selected.
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Figure 5-9 Site features and possible unmarked burials associated with the 1875 parish map
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Figure 5-10 Locations of possible unmarked graves associated with site features, vegetation and other GPR anomalies
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6. DISCUSSION OF THE EVIDENCE
It is clear from the historical record that there was never an operational cemetery on the subject land.
The 1868 Town Plan (see Figure 4-5) shows the subject land as one 2-acre allotment set aside for a
church. By 1875 the new Crown Plan (see Figure 4-8) shows the subject land surveyed and divided
into 3 distinct lots:
•

Lot 7 Church

•

Lot 8 Parsonage

•

Lot 9 Burial Ground.

In 1884 when a new Town Plan (see Figure 4-9) was prepared there was no allocation for a burial
ground and the reference to one in the earlier plan had been removed.
Indeed, the only burial records that reference the church specifically is that of Niclasson (1912) which
refers to a location behind the Union Church, which based on its probable location at this time would
place his grave at north-western part of Lot 7 or possibly the boundary between Lot 7 and 8. There is
anecdotal reference to an earlier unknown sailor but this reference was made at the time of Niclasson;’
death 42 years later and if true would have occurred 35 years before a church existed on the subject
land. No definitive contemporaneous account of the alleged earlier burial has so far been located;
however, it is possible that it was the grave noted by surveyor Mr Dale at the time that the subject land
was originally surveyed and if so, this raises some uncertainty about the location of Niclasson’s grave
as the one noted by Dale was outside the subject land, on Lot 9.
Although Lots 7 and 8 were held in trust for the Anglican Church from 1877, a church was not built on
the subject land until the early twentieth century. Fund raising for the same began in 1903.
In 1892 when a mariner, Mr Robert Johnson died by drowning, he was buried at Tapalla Point/Sailors
Point, Huskisson, presumably if there had been an official cemetery he would have been interred there.
If the subject land was widely regarded as an unofficial cemetery, then one would also have expected
him to be buried there. The fact that he was not, discounts the speculation177 that there was an
‘unofficial’ but accepted burial ground at Huskisson for non - Indigenous people.

6.1 Graves known to be buried on the subject land
Of all the people who have been anecdotally claimed to have been buried on the subject land only Mr
Carl Niclasson can be said with any degree of certainty to be buried there. The burial place of most
others has been identified as the Aboriginal cemetery at Bilong/ Currambene Creek, Nowra and
Forbes.

177

GBA 2018
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On that plan, the reserve of land for a burial ground is crossed out and we now know that it was never
supposed to be surveyed, the recommendation to the Surveyor General was to delete it and it was
never submitted to the Minister for Lands for approval (see Section 4.3). We do know however, that
the surveyor Mr Dale noted a pre-existing grave at the time of his survey and that grave was not located
on the subject land but rather on what is now Lot 9. This burial which is dated to before 1875 when he
carried out the survey, is possibly the pre-existing burial attributed to an unknown sailor that was
referred to in the newspaper article reporting Carl Niclasson’s burial some 42 years later.
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6.2 Possible graves on the subject land

Ms Rebecca Golding: The only information regarding Rebecca Goldings final resting place is her death
certificate from 1935 which simply states she was buried at Huskisson cemetery. However, while the
Blacket church existed, at this time Huskisson had no official cemetery and one would have thought
that the death certificate would have mentioned the churchyard if she had been buried on the subject
land. There was no coroner’s report relating to her death and it was noted that she was living at
Currambene Creek at the time of her demise. Given the latter it seems unlikely that she would not have
been buried at Bilong where she lived and where there was a well-known Aboriginal burial ground, and
where her mother and siblings were buried. We note that the Currambene Creek is sometimes also
noted as ‘Huskisson’.
Master William Dent: William was a newborn baby, 1 day old, and his death certificate from 1899
merely gives the place of burial as Huskisson NSW. At that time the only known burial ground in the
area was the well-known Aboriginal burial ground at Currambene Creek. There was not yet a church
at Huskisson and there was no land set aside for a burial ground. It was not uncommon for infants to
be buried on their family property in circumstances where cemeteries were a long way from the place
of death and/or travel to such cemeteries was not feasible due to lack of transport and /or unfavourable
weather conditions. The reference to Huskisson is ambiguous and may or may not relate to the subject
land but could also be on the family’s property.

6.3 What does the GPR tells us about the likelihood of the possible burials?
All GPR surveys undertaken on the subject land have identified subsurface anomalies that are
consistent with European coffin style burials in size and depth, although not always in the same
location. Several of these anomalies have previously been excavated and found to be related to
building footing/rubble and tree roots. However, many other anomalies remain untested.
The anomalies identified in the GPR reports have not, until now been filtered by any consideration of
burial practices and customs. In particular, the traditional Christian method of positioning the coffin or
shroud covered body in a grave was to have the body with the head to the west, feet to the east.
Although Jewish burials are unlikely given the time period in Huskisson these would also likely appear
as similar anomalies as the Christian graves as the body was buried facing west. This means that in
general one would expect graves (especially those where a minister officiated) to appear on an east
west axis. This filter alone would have eliminated 21 of the anomalies referred to as ‘high confidence’
in the Hunter Geophysics survey form the total survey area (which included Lot 9) and 10 from the
subject land.

6.4 Summary
In summary, the burial place of most of the people that have been suggested as buried on the subject
land have either been shown to be unambiguously buried elsewhere such as Nowra (the closest official
cemetery), or Bilong/ Currambene Creek the known Aboriginal burial ground. The burial location of
several have been referred to in ambiguous or general terms such as “Huskisson” at a time when
Huskisson had no official cemetery.

Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
74

CL22.174 - Attachment 1

Mr Jimmy Golding: Unfortunately, there is no death certificate for Jimmy Golding who died in 1905.
There is some uncertainty about where he is buried due to conflicting reports of where he was buried.
It is tempting to prioritise the more contemporaneous of the two newspaper reports, however there is
no evidence that the author of the article ever visited Huskisson and she was known to write regional
‘interest pieces’ from anecdotal accounts. It is possible that hearing that a minister officiated the author
assumed the burial was in a church yard. The Union Church is likely to have existed in its original
location at this time, although there was no cemetery associated with it. It should be noted that there
are several accounts of ministers officiating at burials at the Currambene Creek burial ground.
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There is only one person (Carl Niclasson) who it seems clear was buried on the subject land, given the
specific reference to the ‘rear of the Union Church in the NSW paper report, although why this would
have occurred is unclear as there was no official burial ground at Huskisson on Lot 7 or 8 which is the
reported location of the grave. His death certificate is unhelpful stating only ‘Huskisson NSWales’ as
his place of burial.
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Other potential historical archaeological relics within the study area may include isolated domestic
items relating to the occupation of the subject land for a rectory, and /or related to church and Sunday
school use. It is considered that there is relatively low risk of Aboriginal traditional burials dating to a
period before European occupation of the area, due to the landscape setting of the subject land. Past
excavations of anomalies on the subject land reveal a shallow loam topsoil over clay deposits.
Generally, in this area Aboriginal ancestral remains were interred in beach dunes and along water
ways and there is a known Aboriginal burial ground on Currambene Creek at Bilong which was
established prior to European occupation, and which continued to be used by the local Aboriginal
community long after that time.
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7.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

7.1 The proposal
The current proposal is for rezoning only and so would have no physical impact on relics. However,
the purpose of the rezoning would be to facilitate future change of use/ development of the site and
therefore it is desirable to resolve the question of whether any of the anomalies detected during the
GPR are in fact burials. This would allow them to be mapped and managed.

7.2 Potential impact on relics
No impact to relics is posed directly by the rezoning application however to avoid any impact arising
from future development it is necessary to understand whether the identified anomalies represent
graves. To this end controlled archaeological investigation of the anomalies is required.

The Heritage Act 1977 (Heritage Act) is a statutory tool designed to conserve environmental heritage
in NSW. It is used to regulate development impacts on the State’s historical heritage assets. The Act
defines a heritage item as ‘a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct’.
To assist management of the State’s heritage assets, the Act distinguishes between items of Local
and State heritage significance.
‘Local heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct
means significance to an area in relation to the historical, scientific, cultural, social, archaeological,
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item’
‘State heritage significance’, in relation to a place, building, work, relic, moveable object or precinct
means significance to the State in relation to the historical scientific, cultural, social, archaeological,
architectural, natural or aesthetic value of the item’.
Under Part 3A of the Heritage Act, the NSW Heritage Council is required to maintain a State Heritage
Register (SHR). This register lists items of State heritage significance, as determined by the Heritage
Council and/or the Minister. To list an item on the SHR, the Heritage Council must consider that the
item satisfies more than one of the heritage assessment criteria in Section 4A of the Act.
Listing on the SHR controls activities such as alteration, damage, demolition and development.
However, the site is not listed on the SHR and therefore these provisions do not apply.
Other provisions of the Heritage Act provide protection for archaeological relics (whether or not they
have been identified, had their significance assessed and or listed on statutory registers.
Archaeological relics are defined by the Heritage Act as:
any deposit, artefact, object or material evidence that:
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal
settlement, and
(b) is of State or local heritage significance.
Relics are protected under Section 57 of the Act. If works have the potential to expose, move, damage
or destroy archaeological relics a permit must be obtained from the NSW Heritage Council to undertake
the work, with conditions for archaeological investigation. Minor disturbances may qualify as
exceptions to these provisions. Heritage NSW has advised Shoalhaven Council that although the
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7.3 Statutory considerations
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proposed investigation measures are consistent with the definition of minor works, which can occur as
an exception to the archaeological provisions of the Act, in this case they will require a permit for this
investigation.
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The following HARD provides a methodology to guide this investigation.
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8. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH DESIGN
The following Historical Archaeological Research Design (HARD) identifies the appropriate research
questions, which would guide the strategy and methods employed during the proposed archaeological
investigation at the subject land being Lots 7 and 8, Section 3 DP758530, Huskisson NSW.

8.1 Research framework

•

To establish whether any of the anomalies noted in the various reports are actually graves
through exposing the surface of the grave cuts

•

To accurately mark any verified grave locations so that they can be considered in the future
management of the site

•

On the basis of the findings, revise/ make informed predictions of any residual archaeological
potential on the subject land; and

•

Understanding that the local Aboriginal community is concerned that some graves may exist
on the subject land that belong to Aboriginal ancestors i.e., Mr Jimmy Golding and Ms
Rebecca Golding the outcomes of this archaeological investigation will inform the Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage Assessment Report that is currently in preparation.

The following research questions are relevant to the proposed investigation areas and would guide the
strategy and archaeological methods employed during the investigation:
•

Is it likely that any of the clusters of anomalies noted by the GPR are grave sites?

•

What is the natural soil/geological profile on the subject land?

•

Can evidence of grave cuts be observed and if so, does the size or orientation of the grave
cuts provide any information on the denomination of the deceased persons or the size of a
coffin?

•

Have any other unexpected archaeological features and deposits been identified within the
proposed excavation area? Do they provide any detail about the former layout or
landscaping on the subject land that might suggest graves and or memorials or plantings?

8.2 General strategy and approach
The general approach is to expose the natural soil below the active humic soil layer, and this will reveal
any cut and fill evidence relating to graves. If located graves will be accurately mapped so that they
can be considered in any future land management decisions relating to the subject land.
Figure 8-1 shows the five main clusters of anomalies reported as possible graves from the various
GPR surveys that have been undertaken. It can be seen that while some of these appear to be oriented
east-west as would be expected in Christian graves in Australia, many are not. Our aim is to test most
of these regardless of orientation to allay further speculation.
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The main aim of the archaeological investigation area as follows:

Figure 8-1 Proposed archaeological investigation areas
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8.2.1

Shallow mechanised test excavations

Within each of these clusters we propose a minimum of 2 machine scrapes at right angles to each
other and in most cases where space allows extending outside the cluster (see Figure 8-2). The
machine proposed is a 5.5 tonne excavator with a 1200mm mud bucket with a flat blade and a 300mm
gummy bucket also with a flat blade for use in areas physically restricted such is near trees etc. An
experienced machine operator will be used, preferably with experience in archaeological excavation.
The precise location and length of the scrapes 1-7 may be varied in the field be subject to conditions
within the field such as tree locations and or obvious intrusive tree roots. Each scrape will be made
with a machine with a flat blade bucket approximately 1.5m wide (1200mm blade scrape plus potential
edge wear) and the length of each will be as indicated in Figure 8-2. The depth of the soil removed will
vary across the property depending on disturbance conditions encountered. For example, in areas
with imported fill or where building demolition has previously occurred deeper/ repeated scrapes may
be required to reach a natural surface. Generally, over most of the area it is expected that the scrapes
will result in an excavation of up to 300mm; however, this will be informed by the information on the
natural soil profile observed in the geomorphological test pit.
Should suspected grave cuts be revealed additional scrapes may be used to identify the size and
orientation of the grave so that it can be mapped. Surfaces and sections will be hand cleaned by trowel
as necessary to provide a clear surface.
8.2.2

Geomorphology test pit

In addition to the 7 controlled scrapes a test pit will be excavated in an area where no anomalies have
been reported by any of the GPR studies (See Figure 8-2). The purpose of this test pit is to
characterise, describe and record the natural soil profile so that it can inform the implementation of the
controlled excavation, the context of any findings and future management of the site should grave cuts
be revealed during the project.
8.2.3

Mapping results

8.2.4

Management of archaeological relics

While the purpose of the investigation is to reveal/confirm the location of graves should they exist on
the subject land and to avoid direct impact on archaeological deposits, it is always possible that isolated
relics may be encountered. Despite no visible or historical evidence of funerary furniture or monuments
it remains possible that if there were graves on the subject land that broken or fragmented items may
be encountered. Any such items will be carefully mapped, collected, catalogued and described and
their significance assessed.

8.3 Management of unexpected finds/Aboriginal objects
If Aboriginal sites or objects were unexpectedly found during archaeological test excavation and
monitoring, works would stop in that area, and consultation with Heritage NSW and the Local Aboriginal
Land Council (LALC) would be undertaken to determine appropriate protection measures.
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A suitably qualified surveyor will map in the alignment of the excavations. Should grave cuts be
revealed then the grave will be mapped to inform future management of the subject land.

Figure 8-2 Location of proposed controlled archaeological grade scrapes
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8.4 Excavation and recording methods

•

A survey datum would be established by the site planner to record the levels of extant
deposits and features.

•

Scaled site plans and profile drawings showing the location of all archaeological deposits
and features revealed during test excavation and monitoring would be prepared, as required.
These would be keyed to the site datum.

•

Photographic recording of all phases of the work on site would be undertaken. This would
involve recording archaeological features using an appropriate photographic scale.

•

A standard context recording system would be employed, namely the location, dimensions
and characteristics of all archaeological features and deposits would be recorded on
sequentially numbered proforma context recording sheets.

As noted in section 8.2.4 historical artefacts are not anticipated but are possible. They will be retained
for analysis and would be cleaned off site, sorted according to their fabric classes, bagged and boxed
with reference to the context from which they were recovered.
Additional transects would be conducted until site clearance/ investigation of anomalies was achieved
to the satisfaction of the Excavation Director. Additional and /or shorter transects may be required due
to soil disturbance or obstructions such as trees and/or tree roots.

8.5 Post-excavation analysis
The purpose of the excavation is not to excavate graves but rather to reveal their presence and
accurately record them. As such only shallow scrapes across the current land surface are proposed.
However, it remains possible that some artefacts may be recovered in this surface layer and if so, the
following steps will be followed.
Historical artefacts recovered during archaeological test excavation and monitoring would be
catalogued and analysed for presentation and inclusion in an excavation report. Artefact processing
would be undertaken off-site, complying with the following the procedure.
•

Artefacts would be cleaned and dried.

•

Items would then be divided into categories according to their type and fabric and, in the
case of glass and ceramics, by colour. These would be further divided into diagnostic and
non-diagnostic artefacts (with further consideration given to the diagnostic artefacts).

•

Bulk-find items such as non-diagnostic glass, shells, wooden fragments, non-diagnostic
metal etc. would be weighed and recorded and retained for future research purposes.

•

The remaining items would be retained for further analysis and research.

•

Post-excavation analysis of materials recovered during excavation would be undertaken in a
suitable secure location by NOHC under the supervision of the Excavation Director.

8.6 Excavation personnel
It is proposed that the excavation be undertaken by NOHC with Ngaire Richards as the Excavation
Director.
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Standard archaeological excavation and recording methods would be adopted during all stages of the
archaeological investigation. These include undertaking the following tasks.
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Ms Richards fulfils the requirements of the Heritage Council’s Criteria for the Assessment of Excavation
Director’s (Heritage Council of NSW, 2011). She has 13 years’ experience in historical archaeology
and has recently supervised the excavation of historical archaeological sites of local heritage
significance. She would be assisted by a small team of archaeologists, including, Jasmine Fenyvasi
and Joel Mason.

8.7 Reporting
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A succinct summary report on the results of the archaeological test excavation would be prepared by
NOHC immediately after completing the archaeological test excavation. A more detailed excavation
report would then be prepared by NOHC documenting both stages of the investigation. This report
would provide a detailed description of the results of the test excavation and accurate locations for any
graves identified, the results of any artefact analysis, a response to research questions, and
significance assessment of any. This will assist the future management of archaeological remains at
the site.
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9. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
9.1 Conclusions
Following an analysis of the historical information relating to Lots 7 and 8 Section 3 DP758530,
Huskisson NSW the following conclusions are reached:
•

The subject land was never an official cemetery

•

There is no verifiable evidence that the property was an accepted unofficial cemetery.

•

One grave (Niclasson) is likely to be on the property, although the location is vague ‘behind
the Union Church’ and is possibly under extensions to the current rectory.

•

There is no direct evidence of other graves on the site although, given the lack of precision in
the recording of burial places on some death certificates 3 others, while unlikely, cannot be
discounted.

•

While not within the subject land, our research revealed that one grave occurs in an
unknown location within Lot 9 (owned by Jerrinja LALC). This grave was noted by the original
surveyor C.H. Dale in 1875 (Section 4.3). The date range suggests that there is a possibility
that this is the un-named sailor referred to in the newspaper account of Niclasson’s death.

Consideration of the various GPR results and comparison with the historical data (including aerial
photos, and the location of former buildings), demonstrates the inconclusive nature of GPR
investigation results in areas which have also been subject to tree root, rabbit activity and
undocumented building histories. They provide a precautionary indication of possible graves that
cannot be verified without the conduct of archaeological excavation. In the case of the subject land, it
is clear that the number of anomalies substantially exceeds the likely number of graves on the property.

9.2 Recommendations
Based on the results of this assessment, it is recommended that:
1. a copy of this report be submitted to the NSW Heritage Council to support an Excavation
Permit Application (s140 Heritage Act NSW)
2. archaeological test excavation involving targeted machine scapes be conducted under the
direction and supervision of the nominated Excavation Director in accordance with the HARD
presented in Section 8 of this report
3. the results of the archaeological investigation be documented in an Excavation Report
prepared in accordance with archaeological best practice in NSW.
Given the findings regarding a burial on Lot 9, it is recommended that a copy of this report be provided
to the Jerrinja LALC who own that property.

Proposed Rezoning of the Former Anglican Church site, Huskisson, Shoalhaven LGA: Heritage Assessment and Historical
Archaeological Research Design
Navin Officer Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd
November 2021
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However, despite this:
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APPENDIX A
DEATH CERTIFICATES AND RELATED DOCUMENTS
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

5906/1865
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

5917/1865
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

6774/1873
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE
Name and
occupation

Particulars of Registration

Sex
and
age

When and
where buried;
name of
undertaker

Cause of Death
Duration of last
illness; medical
attendant; when he
last saw deceased

Name and
religion of
Minister and
names of
witnesses of
burial

Name and occupation
of father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or States

Informant

Place of
marriage, age,
and to whom

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

23 September 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death

Ordinary Meeting – Monday 11 April 2022
Page 100

REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

13360/1884
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

14337/1885
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

10339/1899
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

24 September 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

6134/1905
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and
occupation

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of
marriage, age,
and to whom

Informant

Children of marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

18 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

9860/1906
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

24 September 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

14960/1907
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

17227/1912
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

22 September 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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NSW DEATH REGISTRATION TRANSCRIPTION

REF NO 1913/17066

NAME
DATE OF DEATH
PLACE
OCCUPATION
SEX
AGE
CONJUGAL STATUS
PLACE OF BIRTH
TIME IN AUST COLONIES

JAMES DAN (ABORIGINAL)
9 DEC 1913
HUSKISSON, CLYDE SHIRE
LABOURER
MALE
65 YEARS (ABOUT)

FATHER
OCCUPATION
MOTHER

DICK DAN
LABOURER
MARY ANN McLEAN

PLACE OF MARRIAGE
AGE AT MARRIAGE
NAME OF SPOUSE
CHILDREN OF MARRIAGE

NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN
NOT KNOWN

INFORMANT

G DAN, SON, CURRAMBENE CREEK, HUSKISSON

CAUSE OF DEATH
LENGTH OF ILLNESS
MEDICAL ATTENDANT
DATE LAST SEEN

1. INFLUENZA
1. F A RODWAY
4 DEC 1913

DATE OF BURIAL
PLACE OF BURIAL
MINISTER & RELIGION

10 DEC 1913
CURRAMBENE CREEK GRAVEYARD, HUSKISSON NSW
ERNEST C DAWES, READ SERVICE (ALTERED FROM LAYMAN) (RELIGION NOT
STATED)
J W HINDS, CONSTABLE (ACTING)
HENRY POLL, JOSEPH KENNEDY

2. PNEUMONIA
2. 1 WEEK

CREMATION DATE
CREMATION PLACE
CREMATION INFORMANT
CREMATION RELIGION
CREMATION WITNESSES
REGISTERED

13 DEC 1913 - NOWRA

NOTES
Ref No 9598393

Printed 3 August 2019
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UNDERTAKER
WITNESSES

HUSKISSON, CO ST VINCENT NSW
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

11277/1918
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

8438/1926
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last illness;
medical attendant;
when he last saw
deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born and
how long in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname of
mother

Place of marriage,
age, and to whom

Informant

Children of
marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

26 October 2021

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of
death
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Shoalhaven Telegraph (NSW : 1881 - 1937), Wednesday 26 May 1926, page 5
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Shoalhaven Telegraph (NSW : 1881 - 1937), Wednesday 26 May 1926, page 5

National Library of Australia

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article135359406

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article135359406.3.html?followup=b78a8801dd304c356aa7e61ffeeb6354&print=true
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REGISTRATION NUMBER

NEW SOUTH WALES

4225/1928
BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION ACT 1995

DEATH CERTIFICATE

Particulars of
Registration

Name and
occupation

When and where
buried; name of
undertaker

Sex
and
age

Cause of Death
Duration of last
illness; medical
attendant; when he
last saw deceased

Name and religion
of Minister and
names of
witnesses of burial

Where born
and how long
in the
Australasian
Colonies or
States

Name and
occupation of
father. Name and
maiden surname
of mother

Place of
marriage, age,
and to whom

Informant

Children of marriage

Before accepting copies, sight unaltered original. The original has a coloured background.
REGISTRY OF BIRTHS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES
SYDNEY

15 January 2020

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of particulars recorded in a
Register in the State of New South Wales, in the Commonwealth of Australia
Registrar
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Date and place of death
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